
The Puget Sound Shoreline Conservation Collaborative is a regional coalition of 14 land trusts and the 
Washington Association of Land Trusts. Together we partner with communities throughout Puget Sound to 
protect and restore tidelands, estuaries, and near-shore habitat. Learn more at: walandtrusts.org 

PUGET SOUND SHORELINES  
FOR SALMON & ORCA
Washington land trusts are working to protect and restore Puget Sound shorelines to 
ensure that they support our communities, salmon, and orca for generations to come.

The health of Puget Sound is tied to its shorelines. Our beaches, bluffs, tidelands, and 
marshes provide the clean water and habitat that form the foundation of a marine 
food web. 

Disruption to this marine food web has cascading effects. Southern Resident orca are 
starving as their primary prey, Chinook salmon, dwindle in numbers. Meanwhile, over 
a third of Puget Sound shoreline has been altered, 75% of salt marsh habitat has been 
lost to development, polluted runoff flows into the Sound every day, and sea levels are 
rising. We need to protect and restore the Puget Sound shoreline in order to recover 
our native salmon populations, and thus, our orca.

Projects such as floodplain restoration, bulkhead removal, and stream protection 
address the root causes of habitat loss and degradation along shoreline. Protecting 
and restoring our shorelines, like the work done by Washington land trusts, will help 
recover our Sound and its iconic species. 

FUNDING PROGRAMS FOR 
SALMON RECOVERY:

State:
Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account
Estuary & Salmon Restoration Program 
Floodplains by Design 
Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration 
Salmon Recovery Program
Washington Coastal Restoration Grants
Washington Wildlife & Recreation 
Coalition 

Federal:
Land & Water Conservation Fund 
National Coastal Wetlands & 
Conservation Grant Program 
North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act Grants
Readiness & Environmental Protection 
Integration Program 

Streams & creeks bring 
clean water & passage 

for the salmon life cycle.

Wetlands are an 
important nursery 
for many aquatic 

species.

Natural nearshore, like 
beaches and tidelands, 

provide important habitat 
for forage fish, a critical food 

source for salmon.

More forage fish lead 
to greater population of 
adult salmon, including 

Chinook

Greater salmon 
abundance is crucial 
to the survival of 

Orca. 

Land trust protection and restoration of 
streams, tidelands, estuaries, and beaches 
supports ecosystem functions and processes 
for a healthy and biodiverse food web.

Our Shorelines Support a Healthy Food Web


