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Remembering John Willits
Half Mile of Salt Creek Conserved
Lyre Conservation Area
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Salt Creek running through the newly conserved Westwind Farm.
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Half Mile of Salt Creek
Conserved

Upcoming Events

For the past decade, Peter and Jane Vanderhoof have shared a vision
of conserving the farmland, fish habitat and forests on their 56-acre
Westwind Farm for future generations. Core to their vision is that their
farm soils remain available for farming, that their 38-acre forest be
kept in its natural state and that their ½ mile of Salt Creek, near Joyce,
remains healthy for future fish.
In June, their vision became a reality when they, like 74 other local
landowners before them, donated a conservation easement to North
Olympic Land Trust. “This agreement meets the Vanderhoofs’ goals and
brings the total private land conservation in the Salt Creek drainage to
over 220 acres,” said Land Trust director Tom Sanford.
Funding to support the Land Trust’s future monitoring of the property
and agreement were provided by a State Shoreline Block Grant
administered byClallam County. Since awarded to the County in 2001,
this fund has assisted 32 private landowners to leverage the conservation
of almost 800 acres along local critical salmon-bearing rivers and creeks.
Half Mile of Salt Creek Conserved “Local landowners are proud to do
right by our fish,” said Sanford. “This grant has been crucial to protecting
our salmon runs and meeting our shared responsibilities.”

pm at the Dungeness Schoolhouse in Sequim (2781 Towne
Rd) as we celebrate the 25th birthday of North Olympic Land
Trust. In addition to cake, good food and fellowship, there will be a tour of
nearby properties conserved by landowners and the Trust. RSVP to brad@
northolympiclandtrust.org or call (360) 417-1818.

July
26

Land Trust Family Picnic - Join us for a potluck from 2-5

Sept
12

Harvest Dinner - The 16th Annual Harvest Dinner celebrates

Oct
3

Farm Tour - The 19th Annual Clallam County Farm Tour will

local farms, food, and chefs while raising funds for farmland
conservation in Clallam County. To date proceeds from the
Harvest Dinner have helped protect: Finn Hall Farm, Dungeness Valley
Creamery, Plowsong Farm, and most recently, 24 Carrot Farm. We hope
you will join us for this very special event. Tickets will be available for
purchase on our website northolympiclandtrust.org.
be 10am–4pm. With fun for adults and children: farm-fresh
food, live music and lots of family activities at just $10 per
carload. More info at northolympiclandtrust.org.

John’s property at Habitat Farms.

Remembering John Willits
by Tom Sanford, Executive Director

On May 15th, local conservationist and long-time North Olympic Land
Trust leader John Willits passed away.
John was a personal hero of mine and a community icon for land
conservation. As I’ve reflected on the loss of my friend, I’ve been
lifted and inspired by his legacy.
North Olympic Land Trust turns 25 this year, and since the
beginning, John has been our clear-eyed champion. His passion for
our natural environment coupled with his humble character, dry sense
of humor, and patient persistence have built a community land ethic
that values and conserves lands that are the foundation of this place
and our culture.
At the heart of John’s legacy was his passion for the natural areas
near the mouth of the Dungeness River. Thanks to John’s leadership,
a community of local farmers, sportsmen, birders, and government

Photo: Lindsey Aspelund

agencies has developed and together permanently conserved over
580 acres for wildlife and farming near the mouth of the Dungeness
River. While this growing conservation corridor protects phenomenal
farmland and waterfowl habitat, it also conserves a piece of our cultural
heritage for generations to come.
Throughout his life, John embodied an ethic centered upon our
personal and community obligation to the land. While our friend has
passed away, his legacy must continue in each of us.
“John is credited with starting the growth of land preservation in the Dungeness
Valley, and across the county, by placing more than 200 acres of Willits Family
Farmland under conservation easement, assuring its availability for farming
and habitat into the future.”
- Orville Campbell
“I firmly believe that present and future generations will benefit from John’s
contributions and leadership.”
- Ron Allen

Plowsong Farm conserved in 2001, was the first property conserved by Friends of the Fields.
Dungeness Meadows conserved in 1993, was the first property conserved by the Land Trust.

2 nd Annual Gary Colley
2015 marks the 25th year North Olympic Land Trust has worked to
conserve the farms, fish and forests that define the North Olympic
community. In our first 25 years, the Land Trust has permanently
conserved 85 properties and over 3,000 acres of land vital to the
ecological and economic health of our region. These lands permanently
protect: more than 450 acres of working farmland, 11.5 miles of stream
and river habitat, and more than 1,800 acres of forestland, including
over 450 acres of working forests.
Throughout the year, the Land Trust is honoring various groups the
various groups essential to the Land Trust’s success.
In that spirit, on May 2nd, at our 25th Annual Meeting, the founding
Board members of the Land Trust and Friends of the Fields were honored
with the 2nd Annual Gary Colley Legacy Award. The award was
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Legacy Award
presented in recognition of these groups’ vision and leadership in laying
the foundation upon which the Land Trust was built. Our success has
always hinged upon the quality Board members of both the Land Trust
and Friends of the Fields, our community’s farmland conservation group
that merged with the Land Trust in 2010.
North Olympic Land Trust Founders include: Polly Ball, Val Cameron
(Pam Cameron accepted the award on her father’s behalf), Orville
Campbell, Gary Colley, Paul Crawford, Marguerite Glover, Craig Jacobs,
Veronica Martin, Steve Mishko, Kathy Northrop, Les Sandison (Maureen
Sandison accepted the award on her father’s behalf) and David Stalheim.
Founders of Friends of the Fields include Cathy Angel, Curtis Beus,
Barbara Brightman, Ian Caldicott, Bob Caldwell, Joe Holtrop, Nash
Huber, Tom Mix, Simone Nichols, Carolyn Schroeder, Pete Schroeder
and Troy Smith.

IN MEMORIAM
Our condolences and thanks to the friends and families of Patti Dunlap, Florence
Engvall, Harry Lydiard, Matthew Schroeder, John F. Spaulding and John Willits
for their recent legacy gifts to the Land Trust in their loved one’s memory.

Learn more about legacy giving options at our website northolympiclandtrust.org
or contact us directly at (360) 417-1815.
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Automatic monthly giving is
now available on our website.
For as little as $5 per month
you can offer sustaining
support for the conservation of
local Farms, Fish and Forests.
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