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18th Annual Farm Tour
The 18th Annual Clallam County Farm Tour on October 6th was a
tremendous success! With more than 1,800 people turning out to visit
the 8 different locations on the tour. This marks our most successful
farm tour to date. Thanks to WSU Extension and participating farms
for your leadership. Special thanks to our community for its fantastic
support of local farms and farmland!
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IN MEMORIAM

Our condolences and thanks to the friends and families of former board
member Crane Miller, Wayne Ostlund, and Norma Reddeman for their
recent legacy gifts to the Land Trust in their loved one’s memory.
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Land Trust Buys Lyre River Property
for Conservation Area
We are pleased to announce that North Olympic Land Trust has
purchased a 280-acre property just east of the Lyre River on the Strait of
Juan de Fuca. This stunning property features the estuary at the mouth of
the Lyre River, streams, wetlands, tidelands, kelp beds and bluff-backed
beaches. It also includes a large upland area with a diverse forest
at various ages of growth, including a portion that has been recently
harvested.
Located twenty miles west of Port Angeles, the property will become a
conservation area. It provides ideal habitat for several salmon species and a
large variety of migratory and resident birds and wildlife. We plan to open
the property for public use by mid-2015.
This acquisition was made possible through the efforts of the Land
Trust and local partners to secure grant funding provided by the State of
Washington’s Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration fund and Marine
Shoreline Protection fund, Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program,
general North Olympic Land Trust funds, and a generous donation from
the prior owner for the ongoing care of the land. Critical partners include
the North Olympic Peninsula Lead Entity, the Puget Sound Partnership, the
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, and the Makah Tribe.

“The Land Trust has been working with community partners for years
to conserve this property,” said Board president Karen Westwood. “This is
the largest land protection project in the Land Trust’s almost 25-year history
and will be a terrific place for the community to enjoy local forests and
shoreline.”
Planning is underway for the use of the property. Visitors will be able to
park about a mile from the beach and walk in from there.  Visitors can enjoy
day-use activities such as birdwatching, wildlife viewing, surfing, picnicking,
and beach walking. The area will be closed to motor vehicles.
The Lyre River property will join other areas permanently
conserved by the Land Trust, from the Bogachiel River and Elk Creek
in the western part of the county to Jimmycomelately Creek and
Dungeness farmland in the east. Lands owned by the Land Trust are
generally open for use by the public.
The Lyre River property includes the 3,000th acre that the Land Trust
has conserved in Clallam County. This purchase pushes the value of total
land conservation by the Land Trust to over $14 million, just since 2007. For
every unrestricted dollar donated by supporters to run the Land Trust, the
organization has conserved $16 of land in Clallam County.

New Year, New Look

Farmers of the Year Tom and Holly Clark asking guests who had supported a
local farmer within the past week. Photo by Lindsey Aspelund.

As you have likely noticed, we have launched a new look and feel to
our materials. Over the past twenty-five years, North Olympic Land
Trust has grown thanks to a dedicated core of passionate individuals
that built a professionally-staffed organization with many successes to
its credit, a healthy endowment and a long-standing and committed
volunteer and supporter base. In light of this growth, the Land Trust
recently completed a comprehensive strategic planning process to set
the course of its activities for the next several years.
In 2010, the Land Trust merged with Friends of the Fields, another
regional organization whose mission was to preserve farmlands.
The new logo, created by Laurel Black Design of Port Angeles,
expresses this refined mission along with the new tag line “Farms, Fish
& Forests.” Laurel Black Design recently learned that the Land Trust’s
new logo was selected as a winner in the 2014 American Graphic
Design Awards competition, one of only 1,200 selected from a field of
over 8,000 entries.

Harvest Dinner 2014
On Saturday September 27th, North Olympic Land Trust held its
15th Annual Harvest Dinner at Sunland Country Club. The 200
guests at this sold-out event enjoyed a six-course feast made from
local ingredients under the direction of Cultivated Palette’s Chef
Arran Stark from Port Townsend.
The dinner celebrated our area’s agricultural heritage and honored
Tom and Holly Clark of Clark Farms as Farmers of the Year. Other
featured speakers included Chef Greg Atkinson and Rep. Derek
Kilmer.
The dinner also raised funds to support Land Trust activity
protecting our regions farms, fish and forests with an emphasis on
raising funds for farmland protection. In total, the evening grossed
about $43,500 in donations. Costs we kept very low thanks to
incredible volunteers and because all food, beverages and decorations
were either donated or deeply discounted.

Check out the Land Trust’s new logo and
updated website, NorthOlympicLandTrust.org
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