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North Olympic Land Trust is a local nonprofit dedicated to the conservation of
open spaces, local food, local resources, healthy watersheds and recreational
opportunities. Founded in 1990, the Land Trust has permanently conserved over
3,300 acres vital to the communities of Clallam County, including:

More than 520 acres of local farmland
12 river-miles of quality stream and river habitat
More than 1,800 acres of forestlands, including over
460 acres of working forests

This Annual Report is intended to inform you about Land Trust activities in the past
year and build awareness of your conservation impact. On the following pages,
you’ll learn about both new and ongoing community partnerships, the launch of our
“Love Where You Live” community campaign, the grand opening of the 280-acre
Lyre Conservation Area, and the successful protection of the Historic Ward Farm.
As we move deeper into 2017, our attention is focused on some very exciting land
protection opportunities. These include efforts to conserve 132 acres of farmland in
eastern Clallam County, and more than 30 acres near the mainstem of the Elwha
River that’s known to provide some of the best salmon habitat within the watershed.
Thank you for your continued support! As always, I am very excited to touch base
with supporters and talk about conservation ideas and strategies that can continue
to build on our excellent quality of life here on the Olympic Peninsula.

Tom Sanford
Executive Director

Restoration
Pysht River Conservation Area
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Through a series of restoration methods, scientists with the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe aim
to restore instream and floodplain habitat conditions of the Pysht River. Such efforts are
expected to facilitate salmon recovery, improve water quality and reduce risk of flooding.
The 74-acre Pysht River Conservation Area is part of this collaborative restoration project,
which will enable nearly 2 miles of the river to be restored. The Pysht supports populations
of Chinook, Coho and Chum salmon, as well as Steelhead and Cutthroat Trout.
* Restoration work at the conservation area is set to occur in summer 2017

Lyre Conservation Area
Grand Opening
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On April 23, 2016, a community celebration officially marked the opening of the Lyre
Conservation Area. Providing 280 public acres for non-motorized day-use activity and access
to the Strait, the property is the largest land protection project in the Land Trust’s 27 years.
The area features the estuary at the mouth of the Lyre River, streams, tide flats, kelp beds
and a ½ mile of Strait of Juan de Fuca shoreline. It also includes a large diverse upland forest
and excellent habitat for an array of wildlife, including both migratory and resident bird
species.
Visit the Lyre!

Field Blend
Proceeds Benefit Conservation

Label Design: Sarah Kulfan

2014 Field Blend (a red table wine released mid-2016) is the third wine produced by Wind
Rose Cellars in support of North Olympic Land Trust. The winery has committed 15% of the
wine’s total sales to help conserve local land for farms, fish and forests. Thanks to this
partnership, nearly $9,000 has been raised for conservation.
Visit Wind Rose Cellars’ tasting room in downtown Sequim, or look for Field Blend at local
grocery outlets to support this incredible community partnership.

Growing Our Team
New Staff
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In mid-June 2016, community engagement specialist Alana Linderoth joined the Land
Trust’s team to lead and continue to build the organization’s outreach and
communications efforts. Additionally, with the increasing demands tied to new and
exciting land conservation opportunities, part-time office manager Joan Rutkowski came
aboard.

Love Where You Live
Community Conservation
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Community building has increasingly become an underlying goal among all of the Land
Trust’s efforts. In mid-2016, we launched the ongoing, placed-based community
campaign “Love Where You Live”. The campaign seeks to inspire a shared and inclusive
land ethic that supports responsible land-use decisions. Through public activities, events,
community partnerships and social media, the Land Trust encourages individuals to get
outside, engage in the place they live, and buy local.

Rock the Land Trust | Community Concert for Local Land
Inaugural Event
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During the annual Sequim Lavender Weekend, owners of Olympic Lavender Company|
Dungeness Heritage Farm hosted the first of what has become a yearly benefit concert for
local land conservation. More than 150 community members gathered in the lavender fields,
enjoyed local food from premiere Italian restaurant Bella Italia, and danced the night away to
the popular sounds of Joy in Mudville.
Every July, join us for “Rock the Land Trust” on Saturday night during Sequim Lavender
Weekend at 1526 Marine Drive.

New Location
Sound Community Bank Partnership

Photo: North Olympic Land Trust

Recognizing the Land Trust’s continued growth and need for a larger space, officials with
Sound Community Bank offered a generous opportunity that allowed us to move to our own
location at 602 East Front Street, Port Angeles, in early July 2016. Thanks this great
partnership with Sound Community Bank, we’ve been able to increase both our staff and
conservation capacity, as well as open our new office to other community organizations in
need of a meeting room.

Planning Ahead
2016-2021 Strategic Plan
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Following a series of community focus groups, surveys and analysis, the Board approved the
Land Trust’s 5-year Strategic Plan. All actions within the plan fall under at least one of the
following overarching strategies that seek to evolve a land-use ethic and actions that
simultaneously support the ecological, economic and scenic vitality of the Peninsula.
1. Conserve natural areas and working lands that define and sustain our community
2. Promote and foster a responsible community land ethic
3. Strengthen long-term organizational viability

Friends of the Fields 2016 Campaign
Farmland Conservation
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Responding to the importance of farmland and the dramatic loss of these lands across
Clallam County, the Land Trust spearheaded a targeted effort to raise $125,000 for local
farmland conservation. Thanks to the community’s incredible support, the “Friends of the
Fields” campaign achieved 103% of its goal! The success led to the permanent protection of
the 60-acre Historic Ward Farm located in the heart of the Sequim Dungeness Valley. First
farmed in 1858, the Historic Ward Farm remains in agriculture today under Nash’s Organic
Produce.

Farm Tour 2016
Community Event
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The 20th Annual Clallam County Farm Tour on October 1 was a success with more than
1,700 people turning out to visit seven different locations. The goal of this community
event is to connect people with the land and local farmers while providing insight into the
impacts of farming in Clallam County.
Special thanks to our organizing partner, WSU Extension, the participating farms, and
especially to our community for its fantastic support of local farms and farmland!

Out Standing in the Field Award
At the 8th Annual Conservation Breakfast, we were grateful for the chance to recognize the
remarkable contributions of the late Dick Goin (1931-2015) by honoring his legacy with the
4th Out Standing in the Field Award. Throughout his life Dick was dedicated to observing and
recording the fish and waters of the North Olympic Peninsula – from the mighty Elwha River
to smaller streams like Siebert Creek, Ennis Creek and dozens of others. Dick was highly
regarded for his conservation activities.

Farmer of the Year
For the past 16 years the honor of Farmer of the Year has been bestowed to an individual or family
who has made a marked difference for our farming community. Per this tradition, the Land Trust
recognized Salt Creek Farm owners Doug Hendrickson and Lee Norton as the 2016 Farmers of the
Year. In 1993 Doug and Lee spearheaded the first Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) in
Clallam County, which has since become a popular model for connecting food, community and place.

Gary Colley Legacy Award
The Land Trust’s 26th Annual Meeting proved a great opportunity to thank longtime
conservationists Robbie & Jim Mantooth for their tireless efforts to raise awareness and
support for the Land Trust. The Mantooths have gone above and beyond to build the capacity
of our community to be able to protect the places we love. Named after the Land Trust’s first
elected Board President, the Gary Colley Legacy Award is presented to individuals who have
proven instrumental to the evolution and success of the organization.

2016 Land Trust Honorees
Community Event

Each year, the Land Trust honors individuals and/or organizations for their conservation
impacts in our community. The 2016 honorees were an exceptional group featuring
Robbie and Jim Mantooth, Doug Hendrickson and Lee Norton, and the late Dick
Goin.

2016 Financial Resu lts

These financial results have been audited by the accounting firm of Aiken &
Sanders. As part of our commitment to organizational transparency, you can see
our complete audited financial statements along with our 990 Tax Return at our
website northolympiclandtrust.org

602 E. Front Street
P.O. Box 2945 (mailing)
Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 417-1815
northolympiclandtrust.org
info@northolympiclandtrust.org

Get Involved!
Conservation in our area could not be possible without your support. Please
consider a donation to North Olympic Land Trust today. Your gift to the Land
Trust is an investment in your quality of life. Leave a lasting legacy and partner
with your neighbors to support private land stewardship and conserve the
places we love.
Volunteer opportunities for all interests and skill-sets abound! Contact us
today to get connected. Current opportunities include:

support for planning and implementing the 18h Annual Harvest Dinner
and/or the 21st Annual Farm Tour,


land maintenance on our Stewardship Crew, or



involvement on one or more of the organization’s volunteer committees,
including outreach, development, conservation, finance, and more...

2016 Board of Directors
Karen Westwood, President
John Marrs, Vice President
Liam Antrim, Secretary
Layton Carr, Treasurer
Coleman Byrnes
David Morris
Dennis Dickson
Gerry Christensen
Jack Williams
Jim Aldrich
Ken Hobson
Reed Wendel
Richard Tucker
Ron Puff
Ruth Jenkins
Suzi Schuenemann
Gary Colley, emeritus
John Willits, emeritus/in memoriam
Staff
Tom Sanford - Executive Director
Lorrie Mittmann - Stewardship Director
Michele Canale - Conservation Director
Alana Linderoth - Community Engagement Specialist
Joan Rutkowski - Office Manager
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