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North Olympic Land Trust is a local nonprofit dedicated to the conservation of open 

spaces, local food, local resources, healthy watersheds and recreational 

opportunities. Founded in 1990, the Land Trust has permanently conserved more 

than 3,300 acres vital to the communities of Clallam County, including: 

 520 acres of local farmland  

 

 12 river-miles of quality stream and river habitat 

 

 More than 1,800 acres of forestlands, including over  

 460 acres of working forests 

This Annual Report lets you know what North Olympic Land Trust was up to in 

2017, all thanks to the incredible community that together works to conserve and 

steward irreplaceable wild and working lands of the North Olympic Peninsula. 

Moving ahead in 2018, a number of place-defining land conservation opportunities 

are emerging. Additionally, following the delayed approval of the 2017 Washington 

State capital budget, the Land Trust is continuing efforts to conserve 132 acres of 

farmland in eastern Clallam County, and more than 30 acres near the mainstem of 

the Elwha River, known to provide some of the best salmon habitat within the 

watershed.  

Thank you for your continued support! As always, I am very excited to touch base 

with supporters and talk about conservation ideas and strategies that can continue 

to build on our excellent quality of life here on the Olympic Peninsula. 

 

 

Tom Sanford 

Executive Director 

 



In partnership with the Clallam Conservation District and U.S. Department of Agriculture, a 

100-foot buffer was planted around a degraded wetland within the 74-acre Pysht River 

Conservation Area. This planting  is part of a series of extensive  restoration efforts to 

encourage salmon recovery, improve water quality and reduce flood risk. The public can 

access the property for passive recreational activities such as bird watching and fishing. 

Restoration  

Pysht River Conservation Area 



Strategic Plan 
2017-2021 Plan Released 

The Land Trust released its 2017-2021 Strategic Plan, which lays out a path for action and 
establishes the foundation for the organization’s future work to support and inspire balanced 
land use and responsible stewardship across the North Olympic Peninsula via three core 
strategies:  
1. Conserve natural areas & working lands that define and sustain our community. 
2. Promote & foster our community’s land ethic. 
3. Strengthen long-term organizational viability.  
Click here to review the Strategic Plan..  

http://northolympiclandtrust.org/about-us/financials/


The 280-acre Lyre Conservation Area is open to the public for daytime, non-motorized passive 

recreation. The Area is a compelling  place to visit, with an estuary, a ½ mile of shoreline and a 

diverse forest to explore. Aimed at deepening the visitor experience, enhancements* were 

added, including educational signage, a bench and picnic table. 
* Thanks to a grant from Land Trust Alliance 

Lyre Conservation Area 

Visitor Enhancements 



 

In late July the Land Trust received a three-year Core Support Grant from the Satterberg 

Foundation. This grant provides the Land Trust with an amazing opportunity to right-size 

the organization to meet our community’s growing land conservation needs while 

maintaining the organization’s stability. 

Satterberg Foundation 

Core Support Grant  



• Jennifer Calhoun joined the Land Trust team as our Finance Director in July. She splits 
her time between North Olympic Land Trust and Jefferson Land Trust in neighboring 
Jefferson County. Jennifer has spent many years honing her accounting and bookkeeping 

skills in both the for- and non-profit sectors, and as real estate Managing Broker.  
• In November, Development Director Dean Miller joined the Land Trust to help raise funds 

necessary to conserve the working lands and natural lands of Clallam County. He is the 
great-grandson of Sequim pioneers and helps maintain their family’s homestead on Palo 
Alto Road. 

Growing Our Team 

Welcome Jennifer & Dean 
Photo: From left, Jennifer and Dean.  

Photo by Whitney Coudray  



In collaboration with Olympic Nature Experience, the Dungeness River Audubon Center and 
yoga instructor Julia Buggy, we organized an outdoor yoga and nature walk summer series. 
With the support of the Land Trust Alliance, we partnered with the Port Angeles Fine Arts 
Center to host a call for a local artist to create signage for the Land Trust building. The 
jury awarded the project to Nathan Shields of Port Angeles. Finally, thanks to the dedication of 
Peninsula College student and a talented volunteer Ryan Fournier,  a “Love Where You Live” 
film was completed. Click here to visit our multimedia gallery. 

Love Where You Live 

Community Conservation  

Ryan Fournier interviews surfer Nick Batcheller at the Lyre 
Conservation Area for the “Love Where You Live” film.  

Artist Nathan Shields working on the  Land Trust sign he designed.  

http://northolympiclandtrust.org/our-work/multimedia-gallery/


Unprecedented Challenges  
State Capital Budget Delay 

The Washington State Legislature failed to pass the $4.3 billion state capital budget in late 
July. This unprecedented challenge stalled Land Trust projects in the Elwha Watershed and 
in Sequim. Despite the challenges caused by the delayed 2017-19 capital budget, the Land 
Trust was able to move ahead on multiple conservation efforts through creative partnerships, 
willing landowners and the support of the surrounding community.  
Map – blue indicates Land Trust conserved lands.  



Land Protection 
From Shorelines to Fields 

Thanks to you and willing landowners, the Land Trust:  
• Finalized the permanent protection of the 60-acre Historic Ward Farm located in the heart of the 

Sequim Dungeness Valley. 
• Partnered in ways that resulted in removal of all bulkheads east of the Elwha mouth – key for shellfish 

recovery, post dam removal. 
• Protected lands west of Dungeness Spit – crucial to the sediment source that keeps the spit from 

eroding away. 
• Assisted Washington State Parks with acquiring key salmon habitat along the Hoko River. 

Photo: Historic Ward Farm by Lindsey Aspelund  



The Land Trust ended 2017 with nearly 400 donor households. In the nonprofit world, an 
important metric of success is the percent of this year's members who were also members 
last year. Forty-five percent is the norm nationwide, and we’re excited to share that 64 
percent of North Olympic Land Trust's 2016 members stuck together in 2017. 

A Growing Community 
Dedication of Land Trust Donors 



Co-organized by the Land Trust, Dungeness Valley Creamery and WSU Clallam County 
Extension, Family Farm Day provided the community with an opportunity to explore a local 
raw milk dairy, meet other local farmers, and learn about the agricultural heritage of the 
Sequim-Dungeness Valley. Nearly 900 people came out despite heavy rain. This event took 
place instead of the annual Clallam Farm Tour due to construction projects on U.S. Hwy. 101 
and Old Olympic Hwy.  

Family Farm Day Sept. 30th 

A Day of Fun at Dungeness Valley Creamery 



At the 9th Annual Conservation Breakfast in March, the community raised $15,000 for land 
conservation!  A grant from the First Federal Community Foundation provided matching  
funds for new Land Trust donors.  
 
In September, at the 18th Annual Harvest Dinner, more than $60,000 was raised  for local 
farmland conservation thanks to the support of over 200 guests and the generosity of the 
event sponsors and the local farmers and chefs.  

Annual Fundraisers 

Conservation Breakfast & Harvest Dinner 



Out Standing in the Field Award 
Building on thousands of years on the North Olympic Peninsula, the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

models responsible stewardship of the area’s rivers, small streams, hidden meadows, towering 

mountains, moss-covered forests and salty shores.  In recognition of their leadership and efforts 

toward ecosystem restoration of the Elwha River watershed, North Olympic Land Trust was pleased 

to honor the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and its Natural Resources staff with the 2017  “Out 

Standing in the Field” Award during the 9th Annual Conservation Breakfast. 

Farmer of the Year 
At the 18th Annual Harvest Dinner we recognized WSU Clallam County Extension with the  

Farmer of the Year Award. For more than 100 years, the Extension has worked to strengthen and 

sustain our local farms. From providing technical assistance for commercial farms to general farmer 

education, WSU Extension provides an array of expertise and resources to the county’s farm 

community and economy. 

Gary Colley Legacy Award 
At the Land Trust’s 27th Annual Meeting we were  pleased to honor our Stewardship Crew with the 

Gary Colley Legacy Award.  Named after the Land Trust’s first elected Board President, the Award is 

presented to individuals who have proven instrumental to the evolution and success of the 

organization. The Stewardship Crew is a critical component of the organization and without their 

dedication the Land Trust wouldn’t be able to responsibly manage its conserved lands, which is the 

heart of the organization’s mission. 

2017 Land Trust Honorees 
Community Event 

Each year, the Land Trust honors individuals and/or organizations for their conservation 
impacts in our community. The 2017 honorees were an exceptional group featuring the 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and their Natural Resources Team, WSU Clallam 
County Extension, and the Land Trust’s volunteer Stewardship Crew. 



North Olympic Land Trust successfully renewed its land trust accreditation with the Land 

Trust Accreditation Commission. Among more than 1,300 land trust across the nation, 

North Olympic Land Trust is one of only 389 accredited land trusts. This accomplishment 

reaffirms the organization’s commitment to professional excellence and to maintaining the 

public’s trust in its conservation work.  

National Recognition 

Reaccreditation 



 2017 Financial Results  

These financial results have been audited by the accounting firm of Aiken & 
Sanders. As part of our commitment to organizational transparency, you can see 
our complete audited financial statements along with our 990 Tax Return at our 
website northolympiclandtrust.org.  

http://northolympiclandtrust.org/about-us/financials/
http://northolympiclandtrust.org/about-us/financials/


Get Involved! 

Conservation in our area could not be possible without  your 

support. Please  consider a donation to North Olympic Land Trust 

today. Your gift to the Land Trust is an investment in your quality 

of life. 

Volunteer opportunities for all interests and skill sets abound! 

Opportunities include: 

 Support for planning and implementing the 19th Annual Harvest 

Dinner and/or the 21st Annual Farm Tour.  

 Land maintenance on our Stewardship Crew. 

 Involvement on one or more of the organization’s volunteer 

committees, including outreach, development, conservation, 

finance, and more... 

Contact us today to get connected. 

2017 Board of Directors* 

David Morris, President 
John Marrs, Vice President 
Karen Westwood, Treasurer 
Ruth Jenkins, Secretary 
Coleman Byrnes 
Gerry Christensen 
Dennis Dickson 
Ron Puff 
Laurie Szczepczynski 
Richard Tucker 
Reed Wendel 
Jack Williams 
Gary Colley, emeritus 
John Willits, emeritus/in memoriam 
 
* Board of Directors as of November 2017 
  
Staff  

Tom Sanford - Executive Director 

Lorrie Mittmann - Easement Steward 

Michele Canale  - Conservation Director 

Alana Linderoth - Community Engagement Specialist 

Joan Rutkowski - Office Manager 

Jennifer Calhoun – Finance Director 

Dean Miller – Development Director 

 

North Olympic Land Trust is accredited by: 

602 E. Front St. 

P.O. Box 2945 (mailing) 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

(360) 417-1815 

northolympiclandtrust.org 

info@northolympiclandtrust.org 

 

 

https://northolympiclandtrust.org/ways-to-give/donate/
https://northolympiclandtrust.org/ways-to-give/donate/
https://northolympiclandtrust.org/connect/volunteer/
http://www.northolympiclandtrust.org/

