602 E. FRONT STREET
P.O. BOX 2945 (mailing)
PORT ANGELES, WASHINGTON 98362
info@northolympiclandtrust.org
(360) 417-1815

Do you love the farms, forests and
fish of our region? As a communitysupported organization we need
you to help conserve the places
you care about.
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Consider a monthly gift of $5 or
more. It’s easy to do and can make
a big difference. Just go to our
website: northolympiclandtrust.org.

Stay Connected!
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LATEST NEWS FROM
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Conserving the Lands we Love
Family Donates Property on the Calawah River
Returning chinook and winter steelhead will forever have a safe
space to spawn within the Calawah River near Forks. A 1/2-mile
stretch of river known to foster a diversity of fish was recently
conserved as part of a larger conservation project made possible
thanks to a longtime Forks family. Inspired by the land they love
and an appreciation for the ecological values their property
provides, the family conserved 34.5 acres through a private donation
with the Land Trust in mid-November.
“Through this gift, the donors are helping to preserve a healthy
watershed and its fisheries, leaving a conservation legacy that
benefits the community and the local economy,” Tom Sanford, Land
Trust executive director, said.
In addition to spawning grounds for spring, summer and fall
chinook and winter steelhead, the Calawah River provides habitat
for coho, sockeye, fall chum and summer steelhead.
The newly acquired Land Trust-owned conservation area harbors a
maturing second-growth conifer forest, including an exceptionally
large sitka spruce alongside the river. Such trees near water provide
valuable habitat for iconic species like bald eagles and rare species
such as marbled murrelets. Already at least one eagle nest is active

on the
property.
Through
conservation
the family is able
to meet its goals,
as well as preserve
habitat needed to
encourage biodiversity
and support water quality
of an important river to
benefit the community at
large.
Recognized for the diverse flora
and fauna known to thrive within
the area, the Land Trust aims to
steward the land to ensure these
qualities remain for generations to come.
Photos: Land Manager Philip Papajcik admires a
large sitka spruce (right); The Calawah River is
bordered by a diverse tree canopy, creating ideal
habitat for fish and other wildlife (above).
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Olympic Mountains by Isaac Gautschi

Clallam County Farm Tour

Gold Award Project

This year, you’ve made possible
some amazing accomplishments to
help conserve the farms, fish and
forests we love and rely on...
Clallam County Farm Tour — Collaboration with farmers
and the community allowed the Land Trust to coordinate the 21st
Annual Clallam County Farm Tour where nearly 2,000 people
explored and experienced local farms.

Pysht River Restoration — A multi-year project led by the
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe to restore instream and floodplain
conditions for salmon recovery, improve water quality and reduce
risk of flooding on State Route 112 is almost done. Excited to be a
project partner, 12 of 36 logs jams were installed within the Land
Trust’s Pysht River Conservation Area this fall. Upon completion
the project will improve a 2-mile reach of the river.

Health & Nature — Through partnership with the Land Trust,
one local girl scout is working to increase awareness on the health
benefits of being outdoors in nature. Started in 2018, this Gold
Award project will wrap up next summer (2019) with a public
“Love Where You Live” event and installation of a series of
educational signage at the Lyre Conservation Area.

Coming Together for Farmland
Clallam County’s largest farmland conservation project is nearly
complete thanks to you and the community’s collective support.
In mid-October our community reached the $180,000 Friends of
the Fields Campaign goal with over 230 contributions. Leveraged by
this incredible community effort, the Land Trust expects to finalize
conservation of Wonderland & The 80 by early 2019.

New trail construction at the Lyre Conservation Area

A Growing Legacy
Knowing the power and impact of giving through one’s estate, the
Land Trust used a grant from the Benjamin N. Philips Memorial
Fund to enhance its planned giving program and help individuals
leave the legacy they want.
At the onset of 2018, 11 individuals had committed a planned gift
toward local land conservation. Today, this number has grown to
25! This is a remarkable reflection of our community’s love of the
Olympic Peninsula’s defining lands.
In recognition of all who have made such commitments to the
land, the Land Trust launched the John Willits Legacy Circle —
named in memory of a man who planted thousands of trees
throughout the area and helped lead the
Land Trust for more than 20 years.
In early fall, volunteers began building a
trail at the Lyre Conservation Area, which
will weave through a Legacy Grove where
a tree for every member of the John
Willits Legacy Circle is planted as a
timeless tribute to the impact one person
can have through conservation.
Learn more about planned giving at our website:
northolympiclandtrust.org.

You’re Invited
There are a variety of ways you can get involved and help
conserve the places you love.
Holiday Open House — Stop by the Land Trust
office at 602 E. Front St. Port Angeles from 1-4
p.m. and enjoy cookies and a warm cup of spiced
apple cider. The end of the year is the perfect time
to spread well-wishes and share ideas as we transition to a new year full of exciting opportunities.
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28

At 132 acres, Wonderland & The 80 will be the largest conserved
farm in the County and will increase the land permanently available
for local agriculture to 652 acres.
Farmland protection is critical to maintain our quality of life on the
Olympic Peninsula. Already over 70% of the County’s farmland has
been converted to other uses, and thus no longer provides the open
space, wildlife habitat, jobs, and fresh and healthy food that make
the Peninsula such a special place to live, work and visit.
Because of you and our community’s shared value of farmland, we’re
able to continue to conserve these important landscapes.

John Willits

Tree Planting — Get your hands dirty with us. In
February we plan to host a volunteer tree and
shrub planting at the Pysht River Conservation
Area as part of a larger river/floodplain restoration
project. Stay tuned for more details.

Feb

March
22

Conservation Breakfast — Join us for the 11th
Annual Conservation Breakfast. This free,
community event is the organization’s largest
gathering where together we celebrate the
accomplishments you’ve helped make happen, as
well as discuss current work to conserve the places
that enrich our lives every day. Details to come.
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IN MEMORIAM

Wonderland & The 80 by John Gussman
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The Land Trust would not be the organization it is today without a
dedicated Board of Directors. For more than two decades, David Hurd
served on the Board as treasurer, helping to ensure best practices and
fiscal responsibility.
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