
October 15, 2019 

Notice of Land Conversion 
Dungeness Valley Creamery, 1915 Towne Road, Sequim, WA 
RCO Grant #06-1849 Dungeness Farmland 
Request for Public Comment 

 

Public Notice: 

The public is invited to read the Land Conversion proposal on the following pages, and to 
comment on the options, ask questions, or offer suggestions. Please see instructions at the end of 
this document. The comment period is open until 5pm on November 15, 2019  

Proposed Action: 

North Olympic Land Trust (Land Trust) and Clallam County co-hold an agricultural 
conservation easement on Dungeness Valley Creamery north of Sequim.  The Land Trust and 
Clallam County are proposing to remove the agricultural conservation easement from 
approximately 24 acres of the property along the river, and to replace the converted acres with 
farmland adjacent and to the south of the farm, and placing a conservation easement on the 
replacement acres. The proposed conversion and replacement will allow for floodplain 
restoration on the Dungeness River, while at the same time will keep the conserved farm 
equivalent in value and quality. Additionally, relocating some of the Creamery from some lower, 
wetter ground to higher ground will be a benefit to the farm operation. Therefore, completing the 
conversion to allow for floodplain restoration in the area currently owned by the Creamery will 
have multiple benefits to farming, fish and wildlife habitat, public access, and public safety.  

Limitations:  

This notice is being given because the easement was funded with a grant from the Washington 
Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO).  

The Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) restrictions prohibit certain 
activities that are non-compliant with the terms of funding for the original conservation 
easement. Per RCO’s Manual 7, Long-Term Obligations, non-compliance includes conversion, 
which is determined when certain action(s) takes place that changes the intended use, whether 
affecting an entire site or any portion of a site funded by RCO.  

RCO may approve a conversion as described above if other conservation land of at least equal 
fair market value and of as nearly as feasible equivalent qualities, characteristics and location for 
agricultural purposes will be substituted in the manner provided in WAC 286-13-160.  

  

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=06-1849


 

Background behind the Proposed Conversion: 

A long-term restoration project has been in progress immediately north of Dungeness Valley 
Creamery. Phase 1 has been completed and is located approximately 1 mile north of the farm at 
the estuary of the Dungeness River. The project was funded under grant#01-1373 Dungeness 
Estuary Restoration.  The project included levee removal along 3,400’ of the west bank of the 
river, acquisition of 22 acres of land, structure removal, and revegetation, ultimately resulting in 
150 acres of functional floodplain at the mouth of the river. 

Phase II is currently in progress. This phase includes reconnection of 0.8 miles of the Dungeness 
River with 112 acres of its historic floodplain by relocating a portion of the Army Corps east 
bank levee, relocating Towne Road, and adding habitat features to encourage natural river 
processes between river mile 1 and river mile 1.8.  

The levee relocation will happen all the way to the north boundary of Dungeness Valley 
Creamery, where it abruptly stops. In order to protect the Creamery, a new section of spur levee 
is planned to connect the existing levee on the west boundary of the Creamery property to the 
new levee near their NE corner.  



When the big picture of river restoration is examined, it is clear that the most effective river 
restoration would include levee setback on a portion of the Creamery as well. In order to 
accomplish this, approximately 24 acres of the farm would need to be removed from agricultural 
use, causing a conversion of the conservation easement. Replacement farmland is required 
mitigation for the conversion, and the preferred replacement land that is being proposed is 
immediately south of the existing Creamery. Replacing the converted land with this adjacent 
land will result in a farm that is still contiguous, and equivalent in value and quality as the 
current configuration, and the reconfigured farm would still be protected in its entirety with an 
agricultural conservation easement. 

 
Area proposed to be removed from the conservation easement (existing levee on left) 

 
 
  



Why It’s Important: 

Performing restoration to the South and North of the Creamery provides important habitat 
benefits, but this restoration is made much more difficult and costly if the Creamery property is 
not included. Also and more importantly, the constriction caused by the levee at the Creamery 
will impair river processes that are critical to maintain a healthy river and ecosystem. As long as 
the levee constriction remains, it will degrade salmon habitat, degrade river health, and increase 
flood risk. Including part of the Creamery in the restoration is critical to salmon recovery and 
critical for long-term farm protection.   
 
Additionally, the trend in this area is for farm land to get wetter and less productive over time. 
Relocating some of the Creamery from low ground to higher ground will be a benefit to the farm 
operation. Therefore, setting the levee back in the area currently owned by the Creamery will 
truly have multiple benefits to farming, fish and wildlife habitat, public access, and public safety. 
 

 
Depiction of Floodplain Restoration without including Dungeness Valley Creamery 
 



 
Depiction of Floodplain Restoration which includes Dungeness Valley Creamery 
 
Evaluation of Practical Alternatives Considered for Replacement Property:  

1) No Action.  
 
This alternative would mean that no alteration would be made to the easement area. The 
result of this alternative would be that levee setbacks would proceed to the north and 
south of the project with the existing levee on Dungeness Valley Creamery maintaining a 
constriction of the river in the middle. To protect the Creamery, an expensive spur levee 
would need to be constructed to the north.  
 

2) Preferred Alternative.  
 
This alternative would mean that the levee setback work would be completed as planned 
and would convert approximately 22 acres of the Dungeness Creamery, on the western 
and northern portions. The replacement property would be the farmland located 
immediately to the south of the current Creamery, thereby maintaining the connectivity 
of the farm to pastureland. Further, the proposed replacement property is at a slightly 
higher elevation that renders the fields dryer and therefore more productive than the 
original pastures. 



Location / Property Characteristics The proposed replacement property is located 
immediately adjacent to the Dungeness Creamery to the south and has similar to better 
agricultural values as compared to the current easement area proposed for conversion. 
Specifically, the replacement property maintains the connectivity of the farm, proving 
grazing fields and infrastructure in close proximity, which is important efficiency and the 
long-term viability of the farm. Additionally, the replacement property has similar soil 
conditions and water availability as the current property. The replacement property is 
somewhat superior to the current property because it is slightly higher in elevation, 
making it is less prone to seasonal flooding and consequently more productive year 
round. With the current easement configuration, the farmer must remove his cows from a 
portion of his fields each year due to winter flooding of the northeastern corner of his 
property. 

3) Other Alternative Replacement Properties 

Two other properties located short distances away from the Creamery were considered as 
potential replacement properties because the landowners have indicated an interest in 
selling their property and because they are within the County’s designated Agricultural 
Retention zone 

Although these properties were considered, they were determined to not be viable 
options. The Creamery, being one of only two dairy operations in the county, is a unique 
business that requires specific infrastructure and pastureland. The long-term viability of 
the Creamery is dependent on pastureland being located in close proximity to the farm’s 
infrastructure to eliminate the need to truck cows on a daily basis. Unfortunately, neither 
of the two farms selected provide this connectivity. While both provide opportunities for 
pastureland, the infrastructure that makes the Creamery a successful dairy is not currently 
available at these sites. Therefore, utilizing one of these alternatives would require the 
entire Dungeness Creamery, including infrastructure, to be re-established at a new 
location. The cost for this option would be prohibitive. 

Public Comment:  

North Olympic Land Trust will receive comments and questions on the proposed conversion and 
replacement for a period of 30 days. The public may offer suggestions or other alternatives. The 
public feedback period closes on November 15 at 5:00 p.m.  

Public comments must be made in writing or email and submitted to:  

North Olympic Land Trust   info@northolympiclandtrust.org 
PO Box 2945 (mailing)   360-417-1815 
602 East Front St. 
Port Angeles, WA 98362 

mailto:info@northolympiclandtrust.org

