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News from North Olympic Land Trust, Summer 2020 

Bench Placed at Lyre 
Conservation Area in Honor of 

Two Very Special Sisters 
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The Land Trust is pleased to announce a very special new bench at 

the shoreline of the Lyre Conservation Area. A beautiful medley of 

form and function, this bench was placed in honor of Lois Schaefer 

and Winifred Mayes, two extraordinary sisters whose contributions 

to art and conservation span a full century of generosity. 

In late January of this year, we were deeply saddened to learn of the 

passing of Lois Schaefer. A resident of Sequim, Ms. Schaefer was an 

extraordinary member of this community. Born in Yakima in 1924, 

she moved to the East Coast to pursue her passion for music. She 

graduated from the New England Conservatory for Music and was a 

principal flutist with the Chicago Symphony and then the New York 

City Opera Orchestra. From 1965 to 1990 she was the piccolo player 

for the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Schaefer was best-known 
Photo by Ken & Mary Campbell 

for her frequent appearances with the Boston Pops, where she led the 

famous piccolo obbligato in "The Stars and Stripes Forever" more 

than 2,000 times. The Land Trust was humbled to receive a generous 

bequest in Ms. Schaefer's estate, to be used toward the long-term 

stewardship of locally conserved lands.  

Ms. Schaefer is survived by her older sister, Winifred Mayes, also of 

Sequim, who at 101 years of age has an extraordinary story of her 

own. Mrs. Mayes was the first female strings player to be hired by the 

Boston Symphony Orchestra, playing cello with the BSO until 1964, 

when she moved to the Philadelphia Symphony. Upon her sister’s 

passing, Mrs. Mayes contacted the Land Trust to initiate an honorary 

bench to be placed at the Lyre Conservation Area. The donation of a 

beautifully curved Western Red Cedar log from the Backcountry 

Horsemen, combined with the incredible craftsmanship of local 

woodworker (and Land Trust stewardship volunteer) Steve Langley 

resulted in a stunning bench that captures the spirit of the Pacific 

Northwest and reflects the artistic talents of the sisters who it honors. 

In September, Land Trust staff were honored to accompany Mrs. 

Mayes on a visit to the new bench to share a moment of reflection on 

the combined legacy of art and nature that is an inspiration to us all 



The CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security) makes a new 

charitable deduction available to 

individual taxpayers that do not itemize 

their deductions. The CARES Act will 

allow individual taxpayers to deduct 

donations to charity of up to $300 on 

their 2020 federal tax return, even 

though they take the standard deduction. 

Married-filing-jointly taxpayers will get 

an above-the-line deduction of up to 

$600. Additionally, the 2020 adjusted 

gross income limit for cash contributions 

was increased to 100% for individual 

donors. 

As we continue to meet the many 
challenges of 2020, we appreciate 
your continued support to help 
conserve the farms, fish & forests we 
love and rely on... 

Rooted in Community event — We were pleased to join 

together virtually for this event on the evening of September 30th. 

The program featured the presentation of the Farmer of the Year 

award and the premiere of a brand new Land Trust video by John 

Gussman.  A full recording of the event is available on our YouTube 

channel. 

Harvest Farm Shares — On September 19th we were thrilled 

to distribute 150 farm shares to donors using a safe & healthy 

curbside pickup method. The bags full of delicious local produce 

and products were amazing, but our favorite part (by far!) was the 

chance to greet our supporters in person as they drove through.  

Eat Local Month —  In September, the Land Trust joined other 

community partners for a month-long celebration to explore and 

enjoy the bounty of local food available on the Olympic Peninsula. 

The virtual marketing campaign was a great success, with farmers, 

farmers markets, restaurants, food banks, local grocers and food 

retailers joining in to promote fresh, delicious and healthy products. 

22nd Annual Farmer of the 
Year Award 

northolympiclandtrust.org 
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North Olympic Land Trust was proud to recognize local farms 

modeling Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) with the 22nd 

Annual Farmer of the Year Award. The list of recipients includes 

eight farms across Clallam County: Bent Gate Farms, Chi’s Farm, 

Griffith Farm CSA, River Run Farm, Salt Creek Farm, SisterLand 

Farm, Wild Edge Farm, and Wild Forks Farm. 

Community Support Agriculture is a farming model where buyers 

invest at the beginning of the growing season in a subscription of 

fresh local goods, typically available weekly via pick-up or at 

regional drop-off points. Customers benefit from a personal, 

transparent relationship with their food supply, as well as access to 

fresh, seasonal food. Producers receive crucial funds up front and 

have a steady market for their goods throughout the season. The 

community shares the inherent risks and rewards of farming while 

small farms have the financial security they need to make their 

businesses work.  

“This has been a difficult year,” said Land Trust executive director 

Tom Sanford. “Community Supported Agriculture serves as one of 

the bright spots for our community. It is wonderful to see these 

mutually beneficial relationships between local farms and families. 

These connections have real community building power, especially 

in these hard times.”  

News from North Olympic Land Trust WINTER 2020 

Clallam River Conservation 

Clallam River by Courtney Bornsworth 

This holiday season, give a symbolic and meaningful gift to a loved 

one while helping to conserve the farms, fish, and forests of the North 

Olympic Peninsula. When you give a “Gift of Conservation,” we will 

send a message to the recipient of your choice that a gift has been 

made on their behalf to North Olympic Land Trust. 

The Land Trust is pleased to announce the recent purchase of 69 acres 

of riverfront land near the mouth of the Clallam River. This parcel has 

some of the best habitat for salmon recovery west of the Elwha River. 

According to Land Trust Conservation Director Mike Auger, “The 

permanent conservation of this unique property give us an 

opportunity to make a long-lasting impact on the health of the wild 

species whose lives depend upon this habitat.” 

Land management and stewardship efforts will begin immediately to 

restore and foster a healthy and resilient natural ecosystem. Looking 

to the long-term future, the Land Trust will foster the regeneration of 

a mature forest with many associated benefits for native plants, 

wildlife, and climate mitigation. 

The land purchase and initial restoration work is made possible with 

funding from the Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration Fund and 

contributions from local donors. “We are grateful for the support for 

this project,” says Land Trust Executive Director Tom Sanford. “Our 

community continues to demonstrate a dedication to conserving the 

natural areas that make the Olympic Peninsula such a special place.” 

Volunteer on Harvest Farm Share pickup day 

CSA goods at SisterLand Farm Contents of CSA at Wild Forks Farm 

Support Farms, Fish 

and Forests today! 
Your support is needed now more than ever 

by Kanyon Anderson 

Dec 

1st 

GivingTuesday is a global generosity movement 

unleashing the power of people and organizations 

to transform their communities and the world. We 

appreciate your support on this day of giving. 


