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North Olympic Land Trust is a local nonprofit dedicated to the conservation of open
spaces, local food, local resources, healthy watersheds and recreational
opportunities. Founded in 1990, the Land Trust has permanently conserved nearly
3,700 acres vital to the communities of Clallam County, including:
670 acres of local farmland
14 river-miles of quality stream and river habitat
More than 1,940 acres of forestlands, including over
460 acres of working forests
This Annual Report is intended to share with you about Land Trust activities in
2020, and build awareness of your conservation impact. These impacts are only
possible because of this incredible community that together works to conserve and
steward irreplaceable wild and working lands of the North Olympic Peninsula.
2020 was certainly a year to remember, with unique challenges around nearly every
bend. The global COVID-19 pandemic disrupted many of our cherished traditions,
including annual events, gatherings, and other opportunities to interact with our
community. In these challenging times we were more grateful than ever for the
continued support of our community, which allowed us to continue to build
momentum as we look to the future of our precious Olympic Peninsula.
As always, I am very excited to touch base with supporters and talk about
conservation ideas and strategies that can continue to build on our excellent quality
of life here on the Olympic Peninsula.

Tom Sanford
Executive Director
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Meet the Land Trust Staff
The six members of the 2020 Land Trust staff are enthusiastically dedicated to conserving the
lands that define the community we love. Clockwise from top left: Executive Director -Tom
Sanford, Office Manager - Navarra Carr, Community Engagement Specialist - Amanda
Anderson, Land Manager - Courtney Bornsworth, Land Protection Specialist - Michele
Canale, Conservation Director - Mike Auger.
To learn more about our staff, please visit our website.

Erika Lindholm

Karen Westwood

Meet our New Board Members
In the first days of 2021, the Land Trust welcomed two members to the Board of Directors –
returning member Karen Westwood and brand new member Erika Lindholm. We would also
like to express our deepest gratitude to the Directors who rotated off the board at the very
end of 2020: Coleman Byrnes and Dennis Dickson. For a full listing of the Land Trust Board
of Directors, please visit our website.
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Land Protection
River’s Edge
In March of 2020, North Olympic Land Trust and the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe purchased
104 total acres of farmland and habitat along the Dungeness River. With this purchase, River’s
Edge will forever be conserved as farm and habitat. The Land Trust will conserve 64 acres of
farmland along Towne Road, which will be sold to a farmer who will continue the strong
agricultural tradition of the Dungeness Valley. The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe owns the
adjacent 40 acres of riverside habitat. A salmon deed of right has been placed on the property,
ensuring the land will be used exclusively for the benefit of salmon.
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Land Protection
Clallam River
In August 2020, the Land Trust purchased 69 acres near the mouth of the Clallam River. Due
to its excellent estuarine channels, wetlands, and high fish use, this property was rated as the
third highest priority for fish habitat conservation west of the Elwha. Land management and
stewardship efforts will restore and foster a healthy and resilient natural ecosystem. The Land
Trust will be working toward the regeneration of a mature forest with many associated
benefits to native plants, wildlife, and climate mitigation. Plans for the future include public
access for walking, birdwatching, and contemplation of the power of nature to restore and
refresh.
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Lyre Conservation Area
Bench Placed in Recognition of Two Special Sisters
In October, the Land Trust was pleased to install a very special new bench at the shoreline of
the Lyre Conservation Area. A beautiful medley of form and function, this bench was placed in
honor of Lois Schaefer and Winifred Mayes, two extraordinary sisters whose contributions to
art and conservation span a full century of generosity. The donation of a beautifully curved
Western Red Cedar log from the Backcountry Horsemen, combined with the incredible
craftsmanship of local woodworker Steve Langley, resulted in a stunning bench that captures
the spirit of the Pacific Northwest and reflects the artistic talents of the sisters who it honors.
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Olympic Peninsula Farmers Fund
Supporting local farms and food banks during COVID-19
In the spring, North Olympic Land Trust proudly joined other community partners to raise
funds to immediately support farms struggling financially due to COVID-19. Donors in
Clallam and Jefferson counties stepped up to show their strong commitment to local farms
and food resources. Over $70,000 was raised by hundreds of community households and
several local foundations. Farms participating in the program entered into contracts to
provide products to local food banks and feeding programs over the next 3-5 years, with a
value equaling the funds received.

From Climate Resilience Spatial Planning

From Economic Benefit Report
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Economic Benefit Report and Climate Resilience Study
Partnering to dig deeper into regional topics
During 2020, we partnered with other organizations to learn more about the current and
future effects of land conservation on the Olympic Peninsula. A join effort between the Trust
for Public Land, Jefferson Land Trust, and North Olympic Land Trust lead to an Economic
Benefit report that quantifies the ways that conserved lands help to support our community
on an economic basis. Again in partnership with Jefferson Land Trust, we collaborated on a
very informative project to provide mapping data that will help us plan for climate change on
a regional level.

2020 Events
Connecting virtually during challenging times
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, nearly every Land Trust event in 2020 was held virtually. In
the spring, we learned about local cougar studies from researcher Kim Sager-Fradkin during
the 12th Annual Conservation Breakfast In the fall, we were thrilled to see folks briefly in
person when we distributed Harvest Farm Shares at a masked, drive-through event. This was
followed by a virtual “Rooted in Community” harvest-time event and a virtual Annual Meeting
that doubled as our 30th birthday party. Although the virtual events weren’t as rewarding as
seeing our community in person, we learned a lot by finding creative ways to create
connections.
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Celebrating 30 Years
1990-2020
Throughout 2020, the Land Trust was thrilled to celebrate 30 years of conservation on the
North Olympic Peninsula. Although we couldn’t gather together in person to celebrate, we
enjoyed sharing stories and facts from the early days of the Land Trust, as well as joining
together for a virtual birthday party in November. Our 30th year, although challenging,
highlighted the depth of support we received from the community and gave us plenty of
reasons to look forward to the next 30 years.

2020 Out Standing in the Field Award
The 12th Annual Conservation Breakfast was held virtually, due to the emergence of the COVID-19
pandemic in early 2020. During the third segment of the 3-part presentation, North Olympic
Land Trust was pleased to present the 2020 “Out Standing in the Field” Award to nature
photographer Pat O’Hara, in honor of over 40 years of interpreting the magic and beauty of the
Olympic Peninsula.

2020 Farmer(s) of the Year
At our harvest-time “Rooted in Community” event (in lieu of the 21st Annual Harvest Dinner) we
presented the Farmer(s) of the Year Award to eight local farms with Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) programs. The award was presented in recognition of the farms’ roles in
creating and fostering local relationships and providing regional food security in uncertain times.

2020 Gary Colley Legacy Award
At the Land Trust’s 30th birthday party in October, we were pleased to recognize the recipient of the
Gary Colley Legacy Award – Gary Colley himself! Colley was honored for his inspirational role in
the foundation of the Land Trust and his many years of service as a Board Member, legal advisor,
conservationist, and community member.

2020 Land Trust Honorees
Community Event
Each year, the Land Trust honors individuals and/or organizations for their conservation
impacts in our community. The 2020 honorees were an exceptional group featuring Pat
O’Hara, farms with Community Supported Agriculture programs, and Gary
Colley.
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Looking to the Future
Planning Collaboration and Projects
As we look optimistically toward the future, efforts are underway toward permanent
conservation of important salmon habitat on the Elwha and Hoko Rivers. The Land Trust is
honored to be working in partnership with the Makah Tribe on conservation in the western
part of the county. Also, thanks to the new Conservation Futures program, you can expect
to be hearing about an increased pace of farmland conservation in the years ahead.

2019 Financial Results

The information above reflects the entire financial position of the organization.
These financial results have been audited by the accounting firm of Aiken & Sanders.
As part of our commitment to organizational transparency, you can see our complete
audited financial statements along with our 990 Tax Return at our website
northolympiclandtrust.org.

602 E. Front St.
P.O. Box 2945 (mailing)
Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 417-1815
northolympiclandtrust.org
info@northolympiclandtrust.org

Get Involved!
Conservation in our area could not be possible without your
support. Please consider a donation to North Olympic Land Trust
today. Your gift to the Land Trust is an investment in your quality
of life.
Volunteer opportunities for all interests and skill sets abound!
Opportunities include:
• Support for planning and implementing the Annual Harvest
Dinner and/or the Annual Farm Tour.
Land maintenance on our Stewardship Crew.
• Involvement on one or more of the organization’s volunteer
committees, including outreach, development, conservation,
finance, and more...
Contact us today to get connected.
•

2020 Board of Directors
Jack Williams, President
Ron Puff, Vice President
Steve Burkett, Treasurer
Wendy Clark-Getzin, Secretary
Coleman Byrnes
Bobbie Clawson
Dennis Dickson
David Morris
Kim Sager-Fradkin
Laurie Szczepczynski
Richard Tucker
Gary Colley, emeritus
John Willits, emeritus/in memoriam
* Board of Directors as of December 2020
2020 Staff
Tom Sanford - Executive Director
Mike Auger - Conservation Director
Michele Canale - Land Protection Specialist
Amanda Anderson - Community Engagement Specialist
Navarra Carr - Office Manager
Courtney Bornsworth - Land Manager
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