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North Olympic Land Trust is a community-based nonprofit dedicated to 
conserving the land and natural resources that continue to be the foundation of 
our culture, economy, and way of life.

I am so proud to share with you this Impact Report highlighting Land Trust 
accomplishments over the past year. This impact is only possible thanks to this 
incredible community and its commitment to the irreplaceable lands of the North 
Olympic Peninsula.

As we continue to live through the impacts of COVID-19 in our community, the 
Land Trust is as strong as ever as we work on behalf of this community and future 
generations to conserve places vital to our ecological, economic, and
social health.

Thank you for your continued support. As always, I am very excited to engage 
with the community to talk about conservation and strategies that can continue to 
build on our excellent quality of life on the Olympic Peninsula.

Tom Sanford 
Executive Director



Land Acknowledgement
North Olympic Land Trust works to conserve lands on the traditional and ancestral lands of indigenous peoples who have lived 
on the North Olympic Peninsula since time immemorial. We express our respect and gratitude to Tribal Elders and members for 
their enduring principles of reciprocity, care and protection of this place. We deeply appreciate our relationship with the 
sovereign Tribes of the Peninsula and commit to working together to protect these lands and habitats for future generations. 
Recognizing the negative impacts of colonization on Tribes’ access to traditional lands, we strive to understand this damage and 
support Tribes’ cultures and ways of living. – add native-lands.ca

Wild Edge Farm, Isaac Gautschi



22 conserved local farms

20 miles of protected 
stream and river banks

4 conservation areas 
open to public access

91 permanently protected 
properties

2,729 acres of conserved 
forests

Your Land Trust 
By the Numbers

Lyre Conservation Area, Isaac Gautschi



Land Resiliency and Economic Benefits

Two studies completed in 2021 by North Olympic Land Trust and Jefferson Land Trust help us evaluate climate resiliency while also looking at the 
economic benefits of conservation: Land Resiliency Survey & Economic Benefits Report. We urge you to review these two studies and consider how 
conservation through the Land Trust is helping our community remain strong in the face of climate change, both ecologically and economically.

When making conservation decisions, both Land Trusts consider the results of our Land Resiliency Survey before making land and conservation 
easement purchases, and in developing land management plans for lands we own. We also consider the economic benefits of our conservation efforts, 
and work to preserve those benefits provided they support broader climate resiliency goals. 

https://northolympiclandtrust.org/land-resilience-study/
https://www.tpl.org/economic-benefits-north-olympic-peninsula


Resilient Rivers

The 2021 Resilient Rivers Campaign supported three projects: recovery along Ennis Creek, Clallam River, and the Elwha River. Our community generously donated 
$513,000 for Resilient Rivers in 2021, leading to purchases along these three waterways. Your support enabled us to buy a critical piece of land along Ennis Creek inside the 
city of Port Angeles, once home to a vibrant salmon run. This small parcel supports a large recovery effort within the community, and recovery efforts are underway with 
progress being seen on the banks and in the water. Clallam River provides excellent habitat for an abundance of wildlife, and in 2021 the Land Trust began major efforts to 
thin overgrowth along Clallam River and began planting native species. Along the Elwha River, the Land Trust and the Weaver family who operate Wild Edge Farm, agreed 
to the sale of a conservation easement. The easement purchase, made possible through the generous support of Resilient Rivers, protects critical salmon habitat along the river 
and supports the family-owned farm. Seeing habitat recovery and fish return to Ennis Creek, Clallam River, and the Elwha River reminds us that part of what makes rivers 
resilient are the choices we make.

Climate resiliency

Riparian ecosystem recovery

Economic benefits to local landowners

Elwha River from Wild Edge Farm, Isaac Gautschi



Landowner Spotlight: John and Karolyn Burdick
In 2012, longtime Clallam Bay residents John “JC” and Karolyn Burdick finalized a conservation easement with the Land Trust, a voluntary legal agreement between a 
landowner and the Land Trust that permanently protects a property's conservation values—forever. Their 68-acre easement protects salmon habitat along the Pysht river and 
its tributaries, and is one of the only nearby public recreation areas. Though the land is permanently protected, it is still susceptible to change. The Burdick’s monitor 
groundwater wells weekly, and have rainfall records for the last 25 years. In 2021, they observed drought-like conditions, and are seeing more instances of extremely low river 
levels and creeks drying out completely. While they see changes on their land, the couple continues their conservation work. They have worked with North Olympic Salmon 
Coalition for creek restoration and salmon habitat enhancement, and have even hosted plantings on their easement with local schools. 

“It’s a joy and I’m proud of our easement,” Karolyn said. “I’m relieved there will never be an issue with this land.” Landowners like the Burdick’s are making an impact in 
protecting forest and river ecosystems throughout Clallam County. Thanks to their dedication and their permanent conservation easement, the Burdick’s legacy in Clallam 
Bay will forever continue.

Riparian ecosystem recovery

Local landowners committed to conservation

Protected forest and river habitat

Karolyn & JC on their easement property



River’s Edge
In 2020, the Land Trust and the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe jointly purchased the 104 acres of farmland and habitat along the Dungeness River, known as River’s Edge. Today, 
the floodplain is actively being reconnected to the Dungeness River through the placement of a new levee, and a new permanent conservation easement has been placed on 
farmland and sold to a local family at farmland price. 

Now, with the sale of the property and community fundraising efforts, the Land Trust was able to leverage money back into our community, while also creating a revolving 
fund that can go towards a new project. Thank you to our community members, partners, donors, funders, and the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, who came together to 
demonstrate their commitment to local land conservation. As work at River’s Edge continues, the Land Trust is reflective and grateful for this community’s love for their home, 
and looks toward the future and conserving more land for farms, fish, and forests.

River’s Edge in Dungeness, John Gussman

Permanently conserved farmland

Floodplain reconnection and habitat restoration

Economic benefits to local landowners and the community 

Community support for conservation efforts

Affordable access to farmland

Catalyzes additional farmland conservation  





Thank you to all of our supporters!

Visit northolympiclandtrust.org
to get involved today!

North Olympic Land Trust is accredited by:602 Front St. 
P.O. Box 2945 (mailing) 
Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 417-1815
northolympiclandtrust.org
info@northolympiclandtrust.org

Individual Donors
In 2021, 88% of our operating budget was supported 
by individual giving from 397 households. 

The John Willits Legacy Circle
Thank you to our Legacy Circle whose commitment through their 
estate will support conservation goals forever.

Amazon Smile Foundation 
Arthur M James Family 
Foundation 
Botanica
Burning Foundation
Chevron
Country Aire Natural Foods
Facebook
First Federal Savings & Loan
Google 
Horizons Foundation 
Koenig Subaru

Natural Systems Design
Peninsula Environmental Group, 
Inc.
Port Angeles Garden Club
Satterberg Foundation 
Sequim Valley Properties, LLC
Sound Community Bank
Sunny Farms Country Store 
Team McAleer
T-Mobile 
Wind Rose Cellars

Corporation, Business, Nonprofit, and Foundation Contributors: 

Karen Westwood 
Wendy Clark-Getzin
Steve Burkett 
Erica Lindholm
Bobbie Clawson
Ron Puff
Kim Sager-Fradkin
David Morris
Laurie Szczepczynski
Richard Tucker
Jack Williams
Gary Colley, emeritus
John Willits, emeritus/
in memoriam

Liam Antrim
Jason Bausher
Lisa Boulware
Mark Burrowes
Coleman Byrnes
Herb Cook
Tara Demers
Dennis Dickson
Cassidy Grattan
Ruth Jenkins
Julie Knobel

Della LaCour
Ann Leeds
Allison Mahaney
Jim Mantooth
David Mattern
Nancy McLaughlin
Susan Mullen
Suzi Schuenemann
Craig Smith
Olivia Vito

2021 Board

Our community drives our impact—we rely on your support and thank you for your commitment to conserving lands on the 
North Olympic Peninsula. Whether you are donating funds or your time, we can’t thank you enough for your support!

2021 Volunteer Committee Members

https://northolympiclandtrust.org/
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