News from North Olympic Land Trust
Fall 2013

Sol Duc Sanctuary Conserved
On June 21, private landowners in
partnership with North Olympic
Land trust permanently conserved
about 13 acres and a quarter mile
along the Sol Duc River near the
former town site of Heckleville,
along Highway 101, between Port
Angeles and Forks.
The Sol Duc Sanctuary, owned by
Paul Chasman and Anna WianckoChasman, is now in a conservation
easement to protect habitat for one
of the largest wild steelhead
populations in the state. In addition
to steelhead, conservation of the
property will benefit cutthroat
trout, chum, pink, sockeye, chinook
and coho salmon.
North Olympic Land Trust
Executive Director, Tom Sanford
states, “Preserving quality salmon
and steelhead habitat is of high
importance to our community. This
new easement will help maintain
and grow strong fish populations in
the Sol Duc. We’re so pleased to
be able to help Paul and Anna
achieve their vision of conserving
their land.”

The Sol Duc River at the Sanctuary
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17th Annual Clallam County Farm Tours
On Saturday October 5th, after days of rain, the sun
emerged just in time for this year’s Clallam County
Farm Tour, bringing with it flocks of people.
An estimated 1,600 visited the sheep, horses, Jersey
cows, apples, spinach, lavender and dahlias on tour,
which stretched from Lazy J Tree Farm in Agnew out
to the Bekkevar’s in Blyn.

North Olympic Land Trust and Clallam County’s
WSU Extension hosted the 17th annual event at
Lazy J Tree Farm, Lokalie Gaare (Lucky Sheep)
Farm and Freedom Farm in Agnew; Nash’s Organic
Produce, Jardin du Soleil, Dungeness Valley Creamery and Annie’s Flower Farm in Dungeness; and
Bekkevar Family Farm off U.S. Highway 101 east
of Blyn.
continued on page 2
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Four of the eight participating
farms in this year’s Tour
feature permanent conservation
easements. These agreements
assure these farms will always
be available for farming and/or
wildlife habitat. Conserved
farms include: Lazy J Tree
Farm, Nash’s Organic Produce,
Freedom Farm, and Dungeness
Valley Creamery. In addition,
the conserved Habitat Farms
was on view from the
neighboring Jardin du Soliel.
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2013 Friends of the Fields Farmer of the Year
Gene Adolphson
On Saturday September 28th, North
Olympic Land Trust held its 14th
Annual Harvest Dinner. Almost 200
guests were in attendance at the sold
out event that featured a multi-course
meal made from ingredients from our
local farms.
In addition to raising over $36,000
for farmland conservation, the Land
Trust used the dinner to honor its 14th
Annual Friends of the Fields’ Farmer
of the Year, Gene Adolphson.
Gene has been farming is the Agnew
area since 1979 when, as a 15 yearold, he bought his first cattle. Gene
currently farms over 700 acres,

growing hay, wheat, barley, oats, and
seed for broccoli, cauliflower and
spinach. In fact, Gene farms the most
land of anyone in Clallam County.
“Gene is one of the most prominent
farmers in Clallam County. He has
worked diligently to keep local lands
in agriculture. In fact, the big red barn
he bases his operations out of is
probably one of the most photographed
buildings on the peninsula,” said Land
Trust director Tom Sanford. “We are
so pleased to present Gene with this
year’s award.”
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Adolphson Barn

In memoriam
Special thanks to the friends and families of Mike McNamara, Eric Ruby, and Edward and
Verona Neuenschwander for their recent legacy gifts to North Olympic Land Trust.
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Supporting our food economy’s ‘Third Leg’
By Mark Ozias and Lisa Boulware – originally published in the Sequim Gazette’s column “The Food Connection”

The three-legged stool is widely
used as an analogy for all sorts of
issues. Three strong legs
supporting a platform will always
be stable, even on an uneven
surface. However, if one of the
legs is missing, the integrity of the
stool is compromised and it’s not
too long before a second leg
breaks, leaving a completely
useless one-legged stool.
Imagine our local food economy
as the seat of a stool, supported by
three legs. One leg represents the
local consumer. Just as vital as the
other two legs, but easily the
weakest, we as consumers are
often lulled into complacency by
the convenience of one-stop
shopping. Shopping at the
Saturday Farmer’s market or an
independently owned grocery store
are good ways to strengthen this
leg.
The second leg represents the
Farmer. It was recently reported
that the average age of the

American farmer is 57 and on the
rise. This shows that the majority
of American farmers are growing
older with no-one younger to
replace them. In our area, Nash
Huber has been “growing’ new
farmers for years, keeping this leg
strong for near the future.
Finally, the third leg represents
farmland. According to the most
recent Agricultural Census
available, Clallam County lost
nearly 54,000 acres of farmland
between 1950 and 2007 – more
than 70 percent of available
farmland in the county. This
gradual but enormous loss has left
what was once a thriving
agricultural community with very
little of its original identity.
Fortunately in 2000 a group of
visionary local citizens concerned
about the continued loss of
farmland, formed a non-profit
organization called Friends of the
Fields. The efforts of this group
have resulted in the preservation of

nearly 300 acres of prime farmland
in Clallam County with the
purchase of development rights
and subsequent placing of
conservation easements.
In 2010 Friends of the Fields
became a division of the North
Olympic Land Trust, a merger that
has proven greatly beneficial to
both organizations. Their most
recent success story is the
preservation of the 10-acre 24
Carrot Farm this past spring.
It is hard to say which leg may be
more critical to our local food
economy stool, but it certainly
wouldn’t exist at all without
farmland. There always will be
those who want to pursue farming
and those who support their local
farmers; but will there always be
available farmland?
North Olympic Land Trust
continues to ensure the answer to
that question is “yes!”

A representation of the 3 legged stool: Left - Kelly and Christie Johnston, local farmers, Center - 24-Carrot Farm,
conserved just this past spring, and finally on the Right is a picture of our own Michele Canale purchasing her fruits
and veggies at the Farmers Market.
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Thanks for a great 17th Annual Farm Tour!

Ryan McCarthey gives a tour of conserved land at Dungeness Valley Creamery for Farm Tour.
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