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Thanks to Community Donors, 24-Carrot Farm Conserved!
Community donors have yet again made it
possible for North Olympic Land Trust to
conserve rich soils in the Dungeness River
Delta. The conservation of 24-Carrot Farm
adds 10 acres to nearly 600 acres of
protected farm land and wildlife habitat.
On April 3rd, the Land Trust purchased a
conservation easement on 24-Carrot Farm
using $175,300 of funds donated by local
citizens. The easement ensures this
quality farmland will be preserved for
future generations. The final fundraising
push came from an effort led by local
grocers that collected donations from
shoppers passionate about local farms and
food. Participating grocers included
Country Aire, the Port Angeles Farmers
Market and Good To Go Grocery in Port
Angeles; Agnew Grocery and Feed;
Dungeness Valley Creamery and Nash’s
Organic Produce in the Dungeness area;
Sunny Farms in Carlsborg; and Red
Rooster Grocer in Sequim.

24-Carrot Farm tilled for the first time in preparation for row crops this year

Rich farming soils near the mouth of the Dungeness River are
among the most productive in our region. This is an effort to
encourage local healthy foods, promote local jobs and preserve the
cultural heritage of our region, while
(continued on page 2)

Volunteer Crew Vital to Restoration Projects
It started with two people. When Steve Langley
and Cal Thomas showed up for a volunteer work
party in 2010 – they didn’t know what they were
getting themselves into! The project was scotch
broom eradication at North Olympic Land Trust’s
Siebert Creek Conservation Area.

make a dent in this massive weeding project.

Approximately 4 acres of this 38-acre property
was covered almost exclusively with the invasive
weed scotch broom. Stewardship Director Lorrie
Campbell, Steve, and Cal figured that they would
need to show up regularly if they were going to

Since 2010, the duties of the Crew have increased.
North Olympic Land Trust owns 421 acres on 7
different properties across the peninsula and each has
its own distinct restoration needs.

Quickly, Tuesday afternoons became a regular work
session. Over time, additional volunteers became
involved. A person or two added on, then a couple
more. In no time, it seemed that it was time to give
themselves a name – the Stewardship Crew.

(continued on page 2)

(Stewardship Crew continued from page 1)

The crew has weed whacked
Himalayan blackberries in rainstorms
on the Pysht River, hand-constructed
foot trails, planted trees, and fenced
parking areas. They have installed
kiosks and signs, built a tool shed,
and hauled gravel. This crew is
willing to do anything!
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Restoration can be costly in both time
and resources. Thanks to the
Stewardship Crew, the Land Trust is
able to efficiently manage the lands it
owns using this passionate volunteer
force. Their generosity ensures the
restoration of vital lands and allows
the public access to these places.

Cal Thomas and Steve Langley

Longtime community volunteer
coordinator Kathe Smith once said to
“never underestimate the value of a
volunteer” – she got that right!

(24-Carrot Farm continued from page 1)

while maintaining landscapes
that make the North Olympic
Peninsula one of the best places to
live on earth. Together, we can
ensure that we keep this pure
American farmland available for
farming, not just today but forever.
The Land Trust learned the owners
of 24-Carrot Farm were considering
selling last summer. An offer was
made to the owners for the value of
the land that would: permanently
conserve the land for farming,
provide the current owners with a
full value price (assuming the
property would be used for
development), and allow the land to
be purchased by a farmer at a
farmland price.

Zach Pullara holds up Nash’s Organic Carrots

The offer that was accepted was
based on an independent appraisal
value of the property. The Land
Trust put up the community donated
funds to purchase the development
rights at appraised value. Nash

The North Olympic community has a
history of coming together to raise
funds to protect local farmland. Other
successful projects include: High
Bridge Shires (2000), Freedom Farm
(2004), Dungeness Valley Creamery
(2006), and Finn Hall Farm (2011).

Organic Produce bought the land at the
appraised farmland value. Nash’s was
the logical owner since they already
operate the Delta Farm which
surrounds the property on three sides.

Leverage Your Gift To North Olympic Land Trust
On May 15th, The Seattle Foundation will host their annual Big Give campaign. To participate and support North
Olympic Land Trust, go to SeattleFoundation.org and donate to the Land Trust. All donations made on the 15th through
this website will be partially matched by the Foundation!

A message from the Director:

Gary Colley
Over 20 years of behind the scenes conservation leadership
Tom Sanford
On March 22nd, North Olympic
Land Trust founder, Gary Colley
stepped into the limelight as he
was honored at our fourth annual
conservation breakfast.
Over the past 23 years, since he
first pulled together a small group
of community members to begin
the Land Trust, Gary has shied
away from the spotlight. Instead,
as our attorney, he focused his
energies toward the less
glamorous, yet vitally important
work: writing and/or reviewing the
language that permanently protects
each of the organization's 71
conservation easements and 7
owned conservation areas that
collectively conserve over 2,700
acres across Clallam County.

really good about the future of the
organization,” Colley said.
Gary’s diligence behind the scenes
has been one of the most important
factors in building a community
ready to continue its decades long
effort conserving the best of local
agriculture lands for farming food
and timber, protecting wildlife
habitat, and restoring river systems
prime for salmon recovery.
As these conservation corridors are
solidified, we can rest assured that
the agreements Gary put in place
to protect them are of the highest
quality and will stand the test of
time.

We are also fortunate in that Gary
was intentional in leaving the Land
Trust’s legal work in good hands.
While Gary is just a phone call
away, Platt Irwin and attorney
Josh Fox have committed to
maintain their deep support for
local conservation efforts and will
ably fill the enormous shoes Gary
has left behind.
I know I said this a few times at
the conservation breakfast, but I
can’t say it enough. From the
bottom of my heart, and I’m sure
I’m talking on behalf of everyone
involved in conservation efforts
across Clallam County, thank you!

Gary also led the organization
through the process of becoming
accredited by the Land Trust
Alliance. With accreditation
secured in 2012, the Land Trust
can be confident that we are using
the best of practices in our work.
According to some quick math by
Land Trust co-founder, and retired
mill manager, Orville Campbell,
“over the last 23 years Gary has
easily donated to the Land Trust
more than $1 million in legal
services.”
At the end of last year, Gary
retired from his partnership in the
Platt Irwin Law Firm and from the
Land Trust Board of Directors. At
the packed conservation breakfast,
Gary reflected on his decades of
local conservation work. “I really
appreciate the honor and feel

Gary Colley
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May 18th: Salmon Recovery Update, Annual Meeting, and Easement Tour
Join us at the Fairview Grange (161 Lake Farm Rd.) at 10 a.m. for a detailed report on results of a local Salmon
recovery effort. This update will be followed by the annual membership meeting at which supporters can help elect
nominees to the Land Trust’s Board of Directors. Afterwards, there will be a guided hike at the nearby ‘Discovery Trail
Easement’ with landowners Ruth Jenkins and John Warrick. Light refreshments provided.

Tour the Discovery Trail Easement

