News from North Olympic Land Trust
Fall/Winter 2012
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68 Acres Along the Pysht River Conserved
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On October 9th, North Olympic Land S
Trust and the Burdick family entered into J§&
an agreement that permanently conserves
68 acres along the Pysht River, including
prime salmon habitat. This property is
near the 58 acre Pysht Conservation Area
that the Land Trust opened to the public
earlier this year.

In 2003, Land Trust staff first visited
with the Burdick family to discuss a
conservation easement. After years of
productively working together, an
arrangement was found through funding
and assistance from the Salmon
Recovery Funding Board, Puget Sound
Acquisition and Restoration, Clallam
Department of Community Development, S ' s N
and the North Olympic Peninsula Lead Intern Kayla McCann admiring the incredible beauty of the Burdick property
Entity.
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This 68 acre conservation easement allows public access for hiking,
horseback riding, and fishing. For information on this property or
the nearby Pysht Conservation Area, contact Lorrie Campbell at
(360) 417-1815 ext. 7.

It is the Land Trust’s vision to work with
willing landowners and conserve the
lower 10 miles of the Pysht River.

Siebert Creek Conservation Area Grand Opening

North Olympic Land Trust officially opened the 38 dedicated to the stewardship work of the Land Trust,”
acre Siebert Creek Conservation Area to the public said Stewardship Director, Lorrie Campbell. “They

on October 20. The property has been the focus of work enthusiastically and with smiles. It’s truly special
an all-volunteer stewardship work crew for the last for a non-profit to have volunteers that have such a
two years. positive attitude doing such difficult work.”

Volunteers have constructed new trails, trailheads, When asked why he and his wife volunteer for this am-
and a picnic area. In addition, they removed acres of  bitious under-taking, volunteer Bill Mueller said “We
scotch broom and planted over 600 native trees and  strongly believe in the focus and direction of the Land
shrubs. Trust and are appreciative of the opportunity to be a

part of it and its mission.”

“The members of the volunteer crews are incredibly continued pg 2
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(Siebert Creek continued from page 1)

Volunteer Elden Housinger said that
the volunteer crew “seemed to me an
opportunity to support the values that
I believe in about preserving our
environment.”

Restoration and facility development
work was also made possible with
assistance from Sequim Community
Foundation, Sound Community Bank,
Lazy J Tree Farm, Merrill & Ring,
Lakeside Gravel, and Clallam
Conservation District.

Siebert Creek watershed has been a
focal point for community-based
restoration and habitat protection for
more than 10 years. The Land Trust
is proud to have protected 118 acres
of land along Siebert Creek,
including the entire lower 2 miles of
the river.

The land protection work in the
Siebert Creek corridor has been
made possible by the Salmon
Recovery Funding Board, North
Olympic Peninsula Lead Entity, and
from generous donations by the
landowners and by North Olympic
Land Trust members and supporters.

The property parking area is located
at the end of Siebert Creek Road
between Port Angeles and Sequim.
Volunteers will continue restoration
work on Tuesday afternoons. If you
would like to join the volunteer
crew, or would like more
information, contact Lorrie
Campbell at (360) 417-1815 ext7 or
lorrie@nolt.org

Volunteers building a new trail at the Siebert Creek Conservation Area.

Over $41,000 Raised at 16th Annual Friends of the Fields’ Harvest Dinner
Thanks to all that attended this year’s Harvest Dinner. Collectively, our community was able to raise over
$41,000 for farmland preservation in our county. Stay tuned for more information as the Land Trust work to
protect additional farmland in the Lower Dungeness Area.
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A message from the Director:

Saving Farms and Habitat:
20 years of Conservation in the Lower Dungeness

Tom Sanford

When I drive into the heart of the
Lower Dungeness, | am always
awed by the open and beautiful
farmlands, historic barns, rolling
prairie and wildlife habitat. It’s an
impressive drive: peaceful,
calming and gorgeous. I silently
thank the farmers and landowners
who’ve somehow, as if by magic,
retained the rural landscape.

Since I’ve started working with
North Olympic Land Trust, I’'ve
learned that these lands have been
left in their rural state NOT by
magic, but by the purposeful work
of landowners, farmers,
government agencies and groups
like Friends of the Fields and
North Olympic Land Trust.

In 1995, John Willits took his
‘Quacker Farm’ in the midst of
the Lower Dungeness Basin and
placed a conservation easement
on it. This easement is a legal
agreement, managed by North
Olympic Land Trust, which states
that these 42-acres will be
managed solely as prime
waterfow] habitat into perpetuity
— forever. In exchange for the
donation of this easement, John
received a tax deduction. He also
began to form a vision for the
Lower Dungeness that would
ensure that the lands best suited
for farming would remain as
farmland, those best suited for
wildlife would be left for wildlife,
and that all of it would retain the
rural character that makes the
flatlands surrounding the mouth
of the Dungeness River vital to
the community.

Since that first conservation
easement, a total of over 550 acres
of have been conserved by local
landowners, agencies and non-
profit organizations. These
contiguous properties include:

e Dungeness Valley Creamery -
conservation easement with
North Olympic Land Trust/
Friends of the Fields in 2009,

e Delta Farm - purchased by
PCC Farmland Trust in 2000
with a conservation easement
with Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife in 2002,
most of the farm is leased to
Nash’s Organic Produce for
growing row crops,

o Habitat Farms - 220 acres of
pristine waterfowl habitat and

2012:Dayid Wéodc

prime farmland conserved by
conservation easements with
the Land Trust put in place
between 1995 and 2005.

The work in the Lower Dungeness
is not yet complete. In 2012,
another conserved property will be
added to Habitat Farms. Also,
Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife is set to purchase the
land and adjacent tide-flats
currently owned by 3 Crabs
Restaurant with plans to return that
area to its natural state. In
addition, North Olympic Land
Trust is currently raising funds as
it prepares to purchase
conservation easements that would
protect additional prime farmland
in the basin and save it as farmland
forever.

Farmland at the mouth of the Dungeness River - of which about 1/2 is conserved
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Jane’s Farm Conserved!

Congratulations to the Willits family on the permanent conservation of Jane’s Farm. This property, near Old Olympic
Highway and Kitchen-Dick Road, is being protected through a conservation easement with North Olympic Land Trust in
memory of Jane Willits as a legacy to her commitment to land preservation.
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