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FALL ALONG THE PYSHT RIVER  I	 PHOTO: LINDSEY ASPELUND

LATEST NEWS FROM 
YOUR LAND TRUST 

Photo Credit: John Gussman Photo Credit: Patrick Downs

Progress continues as we prepare the largest land protection project 
in the Land Trust’s 25-year history for public access. This stunning 
280 acre property features the estuary at the mouth of the Lyre River, 
streams, wetlands, tidelands, bluff-backed beaches and diverse forest. 

We are excited to open the “doors” to the public before the New Year. 
Stayed tuned for announcements that it is ready for your enjoyment.
Visitors will be able to enjoy day-use activities such as birdwatching, 
wildlife viewing, surfing, beach-walking and picnicking. 

The Land Trust was able to acquire this property through efforts with 
local partners including the North Olympic Peninsula Lead Entity and 

Salmon Recovery, the Puget Sound Partnership, the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe, and the Makah Tribe. Funding was provided by the 
State of Washington’s Puget Sound Acquistion and Restoration Fund, 
Marine Shoreline Protection Fund, and its Estuary and Salmon 
Restoration Program. In addition, local funding and in-kind support 
for the restroration and long term stewardship of the property was 
provided by Land Trust donors, the prior landowner, the Lower 
Elwha Klallam Tribe and the Makah Tribe. 

We invite you to save the date for our grand opening celebration 
on April 23rd, 2016.  Stay tuned for more details.  

Lyre Conservation Area Update   
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Tom Leonidas, the latest landowner to donate property to the 
Land Trust never set out to own land on the Peninsula. And yet, 
the Bellevue resident found himself the unlikely owner of a prime 
piece of property running adjacent to the Pysht River. His road to 
ownership of this property is one mired in tragedy. 

Life forever changed for Tom on May 30, 2012 when his wife Gloria, 
had her life taken at Seattle’s Town Hall as part of a shooting spree, that 
ulitimately left 5 dead.  Left with their two teenage daughters , Tom 
knew his priority was to keep his daughter’s lives moving forward. 

As part of a wrongful death settlement, Tom was awarded the Pysht 
property. He wanted to find a way to use the property to create 
something positive out of a horrible tragedy, so he reached out to us.

“Gloria loved the beauty of nature and she was passionate about 
preserving the environment. I was pleased to discover that the 
property runs adjacent to a 58 acre conservation area already owned 
by the Land Trust.  It was as if it was meant to be. I understand it is a 
beautiful piece of property”, states Leonidas. 

“Our family donated this property as a tribute to Gloria and we are so 
pleased it fits with the Land Trust’s goals along the Pysht River. It is a 
positive way to bring closure”, continues Leonidas. 

Tom Leonidas is among more than 90 landowners who have chosen to 
preserve their land with the Land Trust.  

What an amazing and busy fall we’ve had at North Olympic Land 
Trust. A huge thank-you to those who joined us at various events 
over the past three months. 

We kicked off the season with the 16th Annual Harvest Dinner where 
we were fortunate to have the chefs from Nourish prepare fresh local 
eats for more than 200 guests and volunteers in attendence. We are 
proud to share that this year’s dinner raised over $48,000.

Together we honored the 15 local landowners that have made the 
choice to permanently conserve their farmland and ensure that it 
will always be available for farming. Many of these individuals and 
groups helped to usher in our founding organization and all of them 
are champions for the cause of local farming. Their conservation 
stories serve as an inspiration to our community.

This year’s dinner was also a venue where we announced some 
very exciting news! The Land Trust is in the midst of developing 
a number of new local farmland protection opportunities. During 
its last legislative session, the State of Washington pledged over 
$300,000 toward the permanant conservation of the Historic Ward 

Farm, 60 acres of rich farmland located near the Dungeness River 
at the corner of Woodcock and Ward Roads. The Historic Ward 
Farm has been in agriculture since 1858 and is currently in use for 
row crops. Over the coming year, we will work toward securing the 
additional funding necessary to permanantly protect this property 
and keep local farmland available for farming. 

On the heels of Harvest Dinner we launched into preparation for our 
19th Annual Farm Tour along side our partners at WSU Extension. 
On Saturday October 4th under crisp and sunny skies we welcomed 
our largest crowd ever of over 2000 participants to 7 different farm 
locations. Many happy hayriders went home more aware of the 
deeply rooted farming heritage we have in the Dungeness Valley.

Finally, we are proud to announce that we have transferred 21 acres 
of floodplains in the lower reaches of the Elwha River to the Lower 
Elwha Klallam Tribe.  The property abuts the Tribe’s reservation and 
the transfer includes a written agreement to ensure it will forever be 
managed for fish and wildlife habitat.   
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Upcoming Events 

Your Land Trust in Action  

Lyre River Conservation Area Grand Opening - Save 
the date and join us as we come together to celebrate 
our largest land endeavor to date. This phenomenal new 

conservation area will provide recreation access for generations to 
come. Stay tuned for more details.  

 Port Book and News Takeover- Join us from 5-7 PM 
as we take-over Port Book and News in downtown Port 
Angeles. A portion of the proceeds spent will go directly 

towards supporting our efforts to conserve farms, fish, and forest. 

Dec 
2

Apr 
23
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IN MEMORIAM

Our deep appreciation goes out to the friends and families of Nancy 

Lang, Wayne and Lee Ostlund, Don and Mary Wheeler, and John 

Willits for your recent gifts to the Land Trust in your loved one’s 

memory. 

Harvest Dinner, Farm Tour, Historic Ward Farm, and Elwha Conservation Area 

 Giving Tuesday- Join us  for “Giving Tuesday”, a global 
day dedicated to generosity and giving back. A donation to 
North Olympic Land Trust can make an excellent holiday 

gift.  Donations can be made at www.northolympiclandtrust.org.  

Dec 
1
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Tragedy to Renewal 
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