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News from North Olympic Land Trust, Summer 2017 

Landscapes 

LATEST NEWS FROM 

YOUR LAND TRUST  

Wonderland & The 80 
Photo by John Gussman  

Conserved bluffs west of Dungeness Spit 

In fewer than 70 years, Clallam County has lost about 70 percent of its farmland. Yet,  

despite the dramatic decline, averaging about 1,000 acres per year, the remaining farmland 

is only growing in its importance.  

      Farmland provides many benefits, such as open space, aesthetics, wildlife habitat, jobs, 

and local food security. Beyond its direct community benefits, it’s a critical part of the identi-

ty of eastern Clallam County. Every year in May, the Sequim Irrigation Festival, a local  

tradition dating back to 1895 to celebrate when the first headgate on the Dungeness River 

was lifted for irrigation, reminds us of the long-standing impact of farming.   

      Throughout the late 1800s and into the mid-1990s, dairy farming was a large part of the 

Sequim-Dungeness Valley. Today, where once there were more than 500 dairies, there are 

two: Dungeness Valley Creamery and Maple View Dairy.  

      By the 1960s,  residential development began to spike throughout Sequim. This develop-

ment surge wasn’t unique to the area, as  farmland was disappearing statewide. Concerned 

Washingtonians passed an amendment aimed at taxation of agriculture and timberland, 

allowing active farms to be taxed at a lower rate. Many counties also looked to balance land 

use via zoning. 

      Although these methods have helped maintain the farming industry, they alone can’t 

ensure access to farmland in areas like ours with increasing land use demands and aging 

farmers. Hence, the variety of individuals and organizations that collaborate locally to both 

foster the next generation farmers and ensure access to farmland.  

 

 

      The Land Trust can often help transition farmland as farmers seek to retire. It’s during 

these times that farmland can be most at risk. For a farmer, their land is often their retire-

ment, thus finding ways to transition the land without changing its use can be challenging. 

While we may work to make sure farmland remains available, it’s partners like the local 

WSU Extension that help via a variety of programs to support both active and aspiring 

farmers.  

      For those farming, conserved farmland brings a sense of security. Owner of Nash’s  

Organic Produce, Nash Huber, noted it’s because of conserved farmland that he’s able to 

invest in cultivating the next generation of farmers. He knows with access to fertile land, 

there’s a future in local farming. 

      As the landscape of local agriculture has changed, farmers have continued to adapt.  

Instead of outstretched dairies, more diversified, small-scale farms are taking hold. Addi-

tionally, the climate and geographic isolation of the North Olympic Peninsula make it an 

excellent location for growing seed crops, such as kale and spinach. 

      Among our current conservation goals is a 132-acre farm in eastern Clallam County 

known as Wonderland & The 80. It is one of the largest remaining swaths of land in  

agriculture and an example of farmland used to grow seed crops, as well as corn for silage 

and hay to support Maple View Dairy. Stay turned for updates on this effort and others.  

Farmland Conservation & Its Growing Importance  
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IN MEMORIAM 

Our deep appreciation of Cheryl Smith, Donald (Don) Naddy, John Halberg, and 

Virginia Woolf will continue on through the many acres each helped to conserve 

in their own way—each leaving their own lasting legacy and positive impact on 

us and our community.  

Upcoming Events 

July 

22 

July 

30 

Sept 

17 

Oct 

7 

Donor Spotlight: Suzi Schuenemann 

Empowering Partnerships 

 
We’re grateful for the opportunity to collaborate often with the many incredible entities and 

individuals within our community. The Clallam Conservation District is among these   

partners that continue to enable and strengthen local land conservation efforts. Although 

we work together in a variety of ways, the Conservation District’s partnership via the  

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) has proved instrumental. 

      Since 2001 Clallam Conservation District has helped landowners and organizations like 

the Land Trust to implement CREP – a voluntary program designed to compensate land-

owners for establishing vegetated buffers along streams, wetlands and ditches. CREP is an 

amazing program that reimburses landowners 100% of the costs for establishing trees, 

covers five years of  maintenance costs, and provides rental payments for land that is  

enrolled in the program. 

      To date, the Conservation District has assisted with 29 projects totaling 116 acres of  

buffer along 8.93 miles of waterways. Over 60,000 seedlings have been planted through 

the program in Clallam County. Thanks to the Conservation District, about 13 acres of river 

and wetland buffer at the Pysht River and Lyre conservation areas have been restored 

through the program. 

      Land eligible to be enrolled must have a history of either being cropland or land capable 

of providing forage for a grazing animal. It also must be either adjacent to a CREP eligible 

stream (typically most salmon bearing streams are eligible), or a wetland or ditch that 

drains into a CREP eligible stream. A Clallam Conservation District planner can help you 

determine if your land is eligible for the CREP and can be reached at (360) 775-3747 x1 

or visit clallamcd.org. Depending on eligibility, the Conservation District will work with you 

to develop the materials to submit to the USDA Farm Service Agency and assist with  

planting and maintenance. The Conservation District often helps landowners coordinate 

with WCC crews for planting and maintenance of enrolled sites.  

Historic Ward Farm 
Photo by Lindsey Aspelund  WCC crew at Lyre Conservation Area as part of the CREP 

Suzi and grandsons at Clallam County Farm Tour 2016 

Natural Resources team at Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

Suzi developed a deep appreciation for farmland at a young age during weekends in  

Wisconsin visiting her grandparents’ home in the country. There, Suzi’s perfect playground 

was the farm next door. 

      Her lifelong appreciation for farmland coupled with a love for healthy, local food inspired 

Suzi to get involved with land conservation soon after moving to Sequim from the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area in 2003.  

      “I enjoy driving around Clallam County and seeing the farms and open space. I also value 

the ability to access local, fresh, organic food,” she said. 

      Having a familiarity with land trusts, Suzi pursued her interest in land conservation via 

Friends of the Fields, which later merged with North Olympic Land Trust in 2010. For more 

than 12 years, Suzi has been a devoted donor of the Land Trust and volunteers her time to 

help enable conservation of local land for farms, fish and forests. 

      “I understand we have a really unique climate here. The weather, great soil and water 

allow for a long growing season. I’ve always valued food and where it comes from so 

farmland conservation fits with my values,” she said. 

      As a realtor, Suzi must balance development and conservation. 

      “Both are important and necessary. People need places to live, but we also need to protect 

the place we live. I think land conservation provides a buffer between development and the 

natural beauty of the area. ” 

      Like her, she noted, most people live on the Olympic Peninsula because of its beauty and 

incredible access to saltwater, mountains, rivers, farmland, clean water and clean air.   

      Although Suzi is admittedly aware there are many community nonprofits in need of  

support, North Olympic Land Trust is her favorite organization to contribute toward. 

      “I see my support of land conservation as an investment in the future. As an Evergreen 

(monthly) donor, the money that I’m donating is going to protect farms, rivers and forests 

for my two grandchildren, as well as other people in the community. When I donate to the 

Land Trust, I’m helping to ensure people can enjoy the beauty and bounty of this place  

forever.”  

Rock the Land Trust – Join us among the lavender fields at Olympic 

Lavender Company’s scenic Dungeness Heritage Farm (1526 Marine 

Drive) for the 2nd annual community concert for local land conservation. 

From 5 pm-late, come enjoy the flavors of the Peninsula’s premier Italian 

restaurant Bella Italia and dance the night away to Joy in Mudville. 

Land Trust Family Picnic — Come picnic with us from 2-5 pm at a 

beautiful conserved property, 1454 S. Bagley Creek Rd., Port Angeles. 

Bring a side dish or dessert, a beverage and a friend! 

RSVP at alana@northolympiclandtrust.org or call (360) 417-1815.  

18th annual Harvest Dinner —We invite you to come together 
from 5-8 pm with your community for a multicourse meal and celebration 
in support of farmland conservation. Reflective of this year’s theme “Know 
the Hands that Feed You,” seven local chefs will each be preparing a course 
that highlight a Clallam County farm. 
For more info and tickets, visit northolympiclandtrust.org.  

21st annual Clallam County Farm Tour —This year’s Farm 

Tour is twofold. In the  fall, on Saturday, Oct. 7, bring your friends and  

family to visit an array of farms in the Sequim-Dungeness area. Enjoy  

family-friendly activities, hay rides, live  music, demonstrations, and   

delicious  food—all while connecting with your local farmers! 

Come winter, stay tuned for another Farm Tour day exploring Agnew-

based farms. Look for more info at northolympiclandtrust.org.  

Upper Dungeness River 

Shoreline Protection  
1/3 mile of shoreline along the North Olympic Peninsula is better protected. By working 

with us in late 2016, landowners increased protection along marine bluffs essential to the 

existence of the 5-mile Dungeness Spit. The newly conserved property, coupled with the 

landowner’s existing properties, equate to 116 conserved acres encompassing wildlife  

habitat, wetlands, forest and shoreline. 
 
Historic Ward Farm   
Landowners of the 159-year-old Historic Ward Farm finalized a conservation partnership 

with us in early February. The effort to conserve the 60-acre farm located in the Sequim-

Dungeness Valley was a multi-year process that relied on state and community funding.  
 
Conservation Breakfast  
The 9th annual Conservation Breakfast in March was a great opportunity to gather with our 

partners and celebrate our community’s strides to responsibly care for local lands. Among 

the humbling turnout of nearly 200, the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and its Natural  

Resources team was recognized for their dedication to the health and sustainability of the 

North Olympic Peninsula with the “Out Standing in the Field Award.” Together, the com-

munity raised $15,000 for land conservation! Thanks to a grant from the First Federal 

Community Foundation, gifts from new Land Trust donors were stretched.  
 
Pysht River Restoration Underway   
Led by the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe in partnership with the Makah Tribe, restoration at 

the 74-acre Pysht River Conservation Area is set to begin in late summer. 12 complex wood 

structures are slated for installation to help restore instream and floodplain habitat condi-

tions in order to facilitate salmon recovery, improve water quality and reduce risk of  

flooding on State Route 112. Once done, nearly 2 miles of the river will be restored. 

Thanks to you and your support, we’ve already accomplished a lot in 2017 to conserve the 

lands that sustain the ecological, economic and social vitality of our community. Here are 

just a few examples of the land conservation successes you’ve helped make happen. 

Stay informed on all upcoming events and news from North Olympic Land Trust at: 

northolympiclandtrust.org or call (360) 417-1815.  


