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News from North Olympic Land Trust, Fall 2016

Landscapes
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Fall 2016 Friends of the Field campaign
Recognizing both the community importance of farmland and the
dramatic loss of these lands across Clallam County, we launched a
“Friends of the Fields” campaign in early September with a $125K goal.
By the end of the 20th annual Farm Tour on October 1, thanks to you, the
incredible support and engagement from our community and local
businesses, we reached our goal!
Together, nearly $129K was raised for farmland protection,
including the funds needed to continue conservation efforts on the
Historic Ward Farm located along the Dungeness River near Ward
Road. Following the awesome success of the Friends of the Fields
campaign, we’ve been able to take the next steps toward forever
preserving the 60-acre farm that has been in agriculture since 1858 and
continues to be farmed under Nash’s Organic Produce.
The Historic Ward Farm is only one example of the targeted, local
lands we’re working to preserve through the campaign and overall as a

community-supported organization. Other conservation opportunities are in
the hopper, including more than 130 acres of farmland just east of Sequim.
“With hundreds of acres of farmland yet to be conserved, it’s great
we not only reached our goal, but exceeded it,” said Tom Sanford, North
Olympic Land Trust executive director. “This campaign was a positive step
toward preserving the remaining farmland that supports the overarching
goal to conserve the lands that sustain the communities of Clallam County.”
In working alongside you and the rest of the community, we’re
committed to maintaining access to local farmland and the invaluable
resources these lands provide. Well stewarded farmland not only creates
important wildlife habitat, but it benefits our local economy, community
health and environment.
Stay tuned for updates on our work to finalize conservation of the Historic
Ward Farm.

Fall 2016
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Conservation highlights

New staff & Big goals

Saving our farmland

Wind Rose Cellars

A busy summer led into a full, yet fun fall for North Olympic Land Trust. We
danced for conservation at three community concerts, shared an incredible
meal while making memories at the 17th Harvest Dinner, stewarded 3,200plus conserved acres, connected nearly 2,000 individuals with nearby farms
at the 20th Farm Tour and, with your help, spearheaded a successful
farmland conservation campaign.

The 17th annual Friends of the Field Harvest Dinner held on September 10
was a record breaker! Not only did the event dedicated to both celebrating
and raising funds for local farmland conservation sell out in a mere two and
a half weeks, but the community raised a new high of more than $51K. The
success of the event reflects the collective generosity from the event’s
sponsors, guests, the local producers that supplied ingredients, the many
businesses and individuals that donated silent auction items and
decorations, and the tremendous time and energy from more than 100
community volunteers.

Cultivating community: Farmer of the Year

It was with great honor that we recognized Doug Hendrickson and Lee
Norton, owners of Salt Creek Farm, with the 18th Farmer of the Year award
in early September. Through their 12-acre, organic vegetable and herb farm,
located just west of Port Angeles, Doug and Lee were the first to implement
the farming model known as Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) in
Clallam County. Their efforts have helped to better connect local agriculture
and community. Many thanks to all our local farmers!
Stay informed on all upcoming events and news from North Olympic Land
Trust at www.northolympiclandtrust.org or call (360) 417-1815.

Within the past six months we've grown. As part of the larger North Olympic
Peninsula community, our Board recognized the Land Trust’s role in helping
to build and foster a sustainable land ethic and love for where we live. In
mid-June, a community engagement specialist was added to our team to assist
with this effort. Additionally, with the increasing demands closely tied to new
and exciting land conservation opportunities, a part-time administrative
assistant came aboard.
Reflecting local winery owner David Volmut’s dedication toward a healthy,
sustainable land base, 15% of the total sales from his latest 2014 Field Blend is
benefiting North Olympic Land Trust. The recently released red table wine is the
third wine produced by Wind Rose Cellars in support of land conservation. In
nearly three years, more than $7,000 has aided our work thanks to this
partnership. Visit Wind Rose Cellars’ tasting room in downtown Sequim and
help to forever conserve local farms, fish and forests!

Restoring our place

Coinciding with the harvest season, farmland conservation is often the focus of
our work throughout the fall, but we’re always working to conserve our forests
and critical waterways, too. Thanks to ongoing efforts by the Lower Elwha
Klallam and Makah tribes, the Pysht River Conservation Area is part of a
restoration project set to better instream and floodplain habitat conditions for
salmon recovery, improve water quality and reduce risk of flooding on State
Route 112. Restoration work within our conservation area is slated for summer,
2017. Additionally, as one of many project partners, we're excited to see the
restoration spearheaded by North Olympic Salmon Coalition at 3 Crabs Road
and Sequim-Dungeness Way continuing to progress. As the overall ecological
function and hydrology of Meadowbrook Creek and associated wetlands and
tidal lagoons are restored, we expect a net conservation gain on the 21-acre
conservation easement located at the heart of the project site.

Land Trust volunteers bottling the 2014 Field Blend with Wind Rose Cellars

Team from Sound Community Bank vistis Historic Ward Farm

Working together for conservation

Upcoming Events

Since our founding in 1990, North Olympic Land Trust has grown and we
have been in need of a larger space. Recognizing this, Sound Community
Bank came to us with an incredible opportunity that allowed us to move to a
bigger location at 602 E.Front St., Port Angeles in July.
The partnership with Sound Community Bank deepened a lasting
relationship between the Bank and the Land Trust while providing us with
the room needed to build our efforts to conserve the lands that sustain the
communities of Clallam County.
“We see this donation to the Land Trust as a gift to the entire
community and intend to use it accordingly," said Tom Sanford, North
Olympic Land Trust executive director. “This investment by Sound
Community Bank gives us the space we need to attempt to meet the
growing community demand for land conservation.”
Focused on fish, farms and forests, we work with local citizens to
protect the land base that defines the North Olympic Peninsula and in doing
so ensure these lands are permanently conserved for future generations.

Nov
19

Annual Meeting - Learn about our 2016 achievements and developing
opportunities at 10 am, at Fairview Grange, 161 Lake Farm Rd., Port Angeles.
This year, we’re excited to host guest speaker Bob Steelquist, a longtime Olympic
Peninsula resident and author. Additionally, we'll honor our Gary Colley Legacy
Award recipient(s) for their positive influence on the evolution of the Land Trust.

Dec
1

Double your Drive-through Donation Day & Open House
From 9 am-6 pm, come by our office (602 E. Front St., Port Angeles), make a
donation at the drive-through, and we’ll match the first $1,000! Come inside for
our Open House, enjoy hot apple cider & tour the new office. Visit between 4-7
pm for our “Holiday Happy Hour” with light refreshments and hors d'oeuvres.

March
17

Conservation Breakfast - Over a hot cup of coffee and a hearty breakfast,
come celebrate our community, the work we’ve all done to conserve the rich
land base of the North Olympic Peninsula and our “Out Standing in the Field”
recipient for their pivotal role in local land conservation.

May

GiveBIG - In early May, watch for an opportunity to stretch your support for
the Land Trust during The Seattle Foundation’s GiveBIG – a one-day, online
charitable giving event to inspire people to give to the nonprofit organizations
that improve the quality of life in our region.

Enabling the Land Trust's growth aligns with the commitment of
Sound Community Bank to provide sustainable and secure financial
services and support for individuals, businesses and communities. The
Bank’s partnership with us is just one example of their support, as Sound
Community Bank has supported holistic sustainability on the North
Olympic Peninsula for nearly 20 years.
“Partnerships with like-minded community organizations affirm our longterm commitment to the places where we do business,” said Laurie Stewart,
president and CEO of Sound Community Bank. “I was born and raised in
Sequim,” she added. “The Land Trust ensures those fields, farms and rivers
I fondly remember will endure for generations to come. Sound Community
Bank looks forward to this partnership and the great work we’ll achieve
together.”

IN MEMORIAM
It is with great appreciation that we recognize Dorothy Skerbeck for her
and her family’s commitment to land conservation.
We will forever admire Jim Bates for the direct and lasting difference
he made on the North Olympic Peninsula thanks to his leadership in
local land conservation and humbling generosity.

