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Watershed conservation: A piece of the salmon recovery puzzle

Salmon are iconic throughout the Pacific Northwest. Beyond their economic
and ecological significance, salmon are tightly woven into the historic and
cultural fabric of the area. For instance, when describing the importance of
salmon, the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s Climate Adaptation Plan states that
“...salmon provided the foundation for almost all aspects of cultural life for the
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe and, in modern times, provide a valuable economic
and nutritional resource for the Tribe.”

For millennia the rivers and streams etched across the North Olympic
Peninsula have provided critical habitat for these iconic creatures. However, in
more recent years a variety of factors are affecting the health of salmon popula-
tions and the places they’ve long called home. These factors include altered
hydrology, loss of floodplain connectivity, lack of riparian vegetation, disturbed
sediment processes, loss of channel and shore complexity, fish passage barriers,
degraded water and sediment quality, and degraded nearshore habitat. In
response, statewide efforts to improve populations are underway from the
protection of wild stocks through fisheries management to habitat restoration
and conservation.

In the 1990s, Pacific Northwest salmon began to be listed under the
Endangered Species Act. As more salmon became listed, state and local leaders
recognized a need for action, which has led to nearly 20 years of statewide
efforts to reverse declining populations. The success of ongoing recovery efforts
is mixed from region to region. Hood Canal summer chum and Snake River fall
chinook are approaching their recovery goals, but in many other areas salmon
numbers are decreasing or consistently low. Locally, the “greatest challenge is
balancing the needs of more than 4 million people living in the Puget Sound

region while also protecting critical salmon habitat,” according to the
Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office.

Many of the rivers and streams in Clallam County are an instrumental
part of salmon recovery in Puget Sound, which is home to 59 populations of
chinook, steelhead, and bull trout listed under the Endangered Species Act. In
2011, the largest dam removal in U.S. history began on the Elwha River.
Today, the Elwha River runs freely and is experiencing an increasing trend of
chinook. Morse Creek provides another example of large-scale floodplain
restoration. “Aside from the Elwha and Dungeness rivers, Morse Creek is
perhaps historically the most significant salmon stream in the Eastern Strait
sub-region,” according the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe’s 2016 State of Our
Watersheds Report. Impacts of development, such as creek channelization
and stormwater runoff have negatively impacted the once diverse and
plentiful salmon populations of Morse Creek. To offset some of these impacts
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife acquired a portion of the
Creek’s floodplain for conservation, and in 2010 the North Olympic Salmon
Coalition and Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe restored a significant meander and
added 1,300 feet of habitat to the formerly channelized reach.

Restoration is necessary for salmon recovery, but proactive conserva-
tion is more economic and efficient than trying to reverse unwanted impacts.
It’s with this lens that the Land Trust team prioritizes conservation of the local
watersheds critical to salmon recovery, as well as our own water quality and
way of life. Together, through responsible and balanced land use, we can all be
a part of the recovery of salmon.
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Looking back on the past few months, here are just a few of the ways you’ve
strengthened efforts to conserve local lands for farms, fish and forests:

Finding health & wellness in nature — As part of the “Love Where
You Live” campaign aimed at inspiring a shared and responsible community
land ethic, we collaborated with Olympic Nature Experience, the Dungeness
River Audubon Center, and yoga instructor Julia Buggy to host an all outdoor
yoga and nature walk summer series. Thirty-four participants embarked on
educational walks where they learned about varying topics from native plant
identification and use to conservation methods. An outdoor yoga class followed
each walk allowing participants to explore stretching techniques while
deepening their connection to self and the outdoors.

A community for farmland — More than $60k was raised for local
farmland conservation thanks to the humbling support of over 200 guests at the
18th annual Harvest Dinner. The generosity of nearby farmers, event sponsors,
and volunteers enables all proceeds from the event to directly benefit farmland
conservation in Clallam County. Among the Land Trust’s current projects is a
132-acre farm in eastern Sequim that supports one of the County’s two dairies.
During this impactful evening, the community also came together in honoring
WSU Clallam County Extension with the 2017 Farmer of the Year Award.

Building for tomorrow — We are honored and thrilled to share that in
late July the Land Trust received a three-year Core Support Grant from the
Satterberg Foundation. This grant provides the Land Trust with an amazing
opportunity to right-size the organization to meet our community’s land
conservation needs while maintaining the organization’s stability.

Connecting people to place — Thanks to a grant and associated
support from the Land Trust Alliance, we began steps to deepen the visitor
experience at the 280-acre Lyre Conservation Area. This project is part of a
larger organizational effort to help community members deepen their
relationship with the land in a manner that paves the way to responsible land-
use actions. As a result, you can enjoy educational signage, a bench to rest and
relax in nature, and a picnic table to share in hopefully countless meals with
friends and family in a stunning landscape. These subtle enhancements to the
Area are just some of the many ways we aim to help connect people to place.
Love where you live!
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Clearing‘é path to conservation

Tracing time to the Land Trust’s beginnings, the name John Wegmann
appears throughout some of the organization’s earliest documents dating back
to 1991. John is one of the Land Trust’s longest running volunteers who remain
active to this day.

Never one for serving on boards or committees, John has dedicated
most of his volunteer time as a member of the Land Trust’s Stewardship Crew —
an all-volunteer crew that helps manage hundreds of acres across the North
Olympic Peninsula. From trail building and forest management to invasive weed
control, the Stewardship Crew is critical to local land conservation.

“Volunteering gets me out of the human environment and into the
natural environment,” John said.

John’s passion for wilderness and interest in conservation began as a
child during family camping trips in northern Wisconsin, followed by yearly
summer trips to Glacier National Park where to John the “heroes” of the park
were the rangers and the trail crew.

“That was my first exposure to real wilderness. I had a good childhood,
but those were the best days.”

This young love of the wilderness and the west stayed with John through
medical school back in his home state of Wisconsin, and later into his residency
in Seattle. During his residency, John befriended Jim Mantooth (also a longtime
and influential Land Trust supporter), who would later play an important role in
John’s life.

Despite an affinity for the Pacific Northwest, life took John and his wife
of now 50 years, Mary, elsewhere before they returned to the area in 1973 after
Jim Mantooth and his partner asked John to join their pediatric practice in Port
Angeles.

Living near Lake Dawn at the doorstep of Olympic National Park, John
often hiked and helped to maintain the trails. By the mid-1970s he joined the
Park’s volunteer trail crew and has been volunteering on various trail and land
stewardship crews ever since.

“I feel a real sense of affection and commitment to wilderness and the
wildlife that rely on it so land preservation is an important thing to me personal-
ly. Trails don’t necessarily help the wildlife, but they help people get out and ex-
plore and experience what wilderness is like, and I think getting an appreciation
of being in the wilderness can develop a sense of wanting to protect it.”
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Conservation encourages
community health

One of the many community benefits of farmland is what it can produce.
Without local farmland, farmers wouldn’t be able to grow the fresh and
healthy vegetables and fruits available at our farmers markets, local grocers,
and often times at community food banks as farm-to-food bank programs are
continuing to emerge and develop.

The importance of access to fresh and healthy food was echoed in the
Clallam County Community Health Status Assessment released in July 2017
by the County’s Health and Human Services Department in collaboration with
its partners. It illuminated five key issues, including youth access to healthy
foods. Underlying causes of this issue included low access to grocery stores,
low youth consumption of fruits and vegetables, high sugary beverage
consumption and youth obesity.

We realize it will take a collective approach to improve youth access to
healthy foods, and as a nonprofit with a direct connection to food access
through our farmland conservation efforts, the Land Trust is eager to help.
Already, we’re part of the Olympic Peninsula Healthy Community Coalition,
which is actively working to improve community health. Additionally, the
Land Trust has prioritized the conservation of farms of all sizes in its 2017-
2021 Strategic Plan. Ensuring access to local farmland is fundamental to the
availability of fresh, healthy food and can enable impactful programs, such as
the Clallam County Gleaners volunteer group — a WSU Clallam County
Extension program. In 2016, gleaners rescued 45,000 pounds of produce that
was distributed to over eight food pantries and meal sites throughout the
County.

Thanks to you more than 520 acres of farmland is permanently
preserved, but as farmers age and pressures to convert unprotected farmland
continue, maintaining our efforts to conserve threatened farmland is key to
sustaining and growing creative solutions like the volunteer gleaners program.
Other creative ways that land conservation has potential to improve youth
access to healthy foods could include partnerships that facilitate more urban
community gardens, or connecting schools with nearby farmland.

Upcoming events

Holiday Open House — Please stop by the Land Trust office
from 1-4 pm Friday and enjoy a holiday treat, hot apple cider,
and a visit with us. The end of year is the perfect time to spread
well-wishes and share ideas as we transition to a new year full of
amazing opportunities.

10th Annual Conservation Breakfast —This free, public
event lets us celebrate the work we’ve achieved together to
conserve lands critical to the environmental and economic
resiliency and social fabric of our communities. Only through
working with a network of talented individuals and organizations
can we define the future of our local landscape. Also, we hope
you’ll join us in honoring the 2018 Out Standing in the Field
Award recipient(s).

GiveBIG —Hosted by the Seattle Foundation, this annual day of
giving allows you to join thousands in supporting nonprofits
working to improve communities around Puget Sound region.
When you give to local land conservation on this day, you can
make an even greater impact thanks to the collective power of
GiveBIG.

Stay informed on all event details & news at:
northolympiclandtrust.org or call (360) 417-1815.

IN MEMORIAM

We will forever be thankful to John Jarvis for his commitment to local land
conservation. John’s dedication to farming and the positive impact he had on
the community and landscape is reflected in the permanent preservation of
Finn Hall Farm, which John and his wife conserved in 2011.





